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automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page
count, rather than score order. We hope this will not present any difficulty for
you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.

Q :Iease note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an



PROGRAM NOTES

Sousa was a devoted horseman and a dedicated rider, hence his musical interest in the colorful
cavalry units of the U.S. Army. The galloping figure, the rhythm of massed hooves resulting from
the motions of horses on the move, presented him with six-eight patterns that are compellingly
set forth in this wonderful march. Two more such marches, also listed among his best, are Sabre &
Spurs and Black Horse Troop, and all three date from a highly productive period in the mid-1920s
when the house of Sam Fox Publishing Company, Inc., had become his last publisher.

Sousa’s love of horses led him to purchase a beautiful black Arabian steed, which he ca
Aladdin. No magic servant, this horse threw him, wrenching his right shoulderand c
thenceforward to adopt a conducting style in which he swung his arm from bow r
than the shoulder.

Riders for the Flag, composed and published in 1926, is a remark
simplicity. Choice of tempo at which to play it comes from the lightnes
into the texture of the music itself rather than from the dic
| have always felt it on the bright side. The example of teny
style that are familiar from my recording of it, are incorpd

hat is bu%

qidqe
t

blication. Rf@i ally

and harmonically, this march is both a pure distillation of Step, dancﬁi style,
and a perfect blending of his popular dance with the layer-cak ntal piling-ondregimental
be played in

a texture of comparative lightness, with particulagféare to the remarka ective bass lines in
the second strain and in the trio.

march style, which he first made famous in Semper Fidelis. The resu tingQ'c

The regimental march characteristics, w, iders fo @g from the trio onward
and which begin with the cavalry bugle fig e first si ars, demand absolute clarity
of line for the three principal ele rnets and tru.np%basses and baritones, and reeds.
The final strain, with its euphonl ne counter; o d persistent bugle calls, leads to

Sousa’s surprise endlng, ur- hich, Wlt tion from the old bugle march You're
litt h mas on a humorous note.
iders the Fi rupulously preserved in this handsome new

in the Army Now, Sousa en
issue. All | have to do in |n is to clarify ambiguous nuances, dynamics, and
inconsistent articula phrasings that probably arose in the original march-size format

simply be the cramped character of that miniature page. The visual problem is hereby
e treble clef range brass and Eb alto parts, obsolete as doublings; the

The original edition

ellmlnate
ntra spgr o C.The percussion parts have been separated by instrument
tions ¢ he parts that Sousa provided for regimental trumpets are
rated |nto thos ornets and trumpets.
It is rec mmend
the convention
that the in

both the characteristically loose-slung field drum be used together with
e drum and that the bass drum tension be slack, its heads undamped, and
ent be played with a hard beater.
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RIDERS FOR THE FLAG
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To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads
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