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PROGRAM NOTES

When Summer Takes Flight (Upon Crystal Waves) was inspired by the convergence of two unrelat-
ed events. The first was a commission inquiry by Ms. DeeDee Phillips, director of the Morehead City
Middle School Band in Morehead City, North Carolina. The second was the composer’s move to
the lovely seaside community of Navarre, Florida, and the Gulf Islands National Seashore.

Morehead City is part of the region known as the Crystal Coast. North Carolina’s Crystal
Coast is perhaps best known for its pristine beaches, which are in the southern region of North
Carolina’s Outer Banks. With hundreds of miles of sub-tropical oceanfront, visitors togthe,area
experience a wide range of natural beauty. From the unspoiled deserted beaches of Cape
Lookout National Seashore to the bustling vacation meccas, the Crystal Coast is‘truly one of
America’s most beautiful seashores. True to its maritime history, Morehead City is homeito sev-
eral marine-research facilities. One of North Carolina’s deep water portsfit-alse,serves'as the
port of the Second Division of the U.S. Marine Corps at Camp Lejeunes

With the composer’s love of the water, When Summer Takes flight (Upen €rystal' Waves) cap-
tures the still beauty of the gentle waters building to the ex€itement and exuberance of literals
ly flying across the waves. Commissioned by and dedicated to the Morehead City MiddI€"Scheol
Band of Morehead City, North Carolina, the piece was composed in €@mmemorationief their
performance at the 2001 North Carolina Music Educators Assogiatioh Conference.

NOTESTO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening two measures should bejas aggressive as possible with careful attention given
to the crescendo in bar 2. The tempo dropsisuddenly in measure 3. Feel free to adjust the
marked tempi to ensure the desirediéffect.

The clarinet solo (soli) entrance inbar 4 should be veryicarefully shaped. The horn entrance
on beat 3 should enhanéeyet not overshadow the clarinet crescendo. Balance throughout the
chorale is of utmost importanee. | suggest sustainingieach chord to ensure proper weight in each
chord tone.

The character of the piece chariges drastically at bar 24. Balance between the bells and the
triangle(s) is crucidhfor the rhythmic ipteraction to be audible. This rhythmic interaction is the
very heartbeat of the'piéce at this point:{The alto saxophone solo (soli) should be light and live-
ly with a sen§eé of forward motion. Be careful to preserve the balance of the two lines at bar 36.

Please note'thedynamic shaping’beginning in bar 44. This ebb and flow of the dynamic waves
mustbe emphasized in orderffor,the various contrapuntal lines to surface.

The upper woodwindsijoinsthe bells/triangles in bar 53, providing a shimmering effect as the
backdrop for the comingymelodic line. As previously mentioned, balance is of the highest prior-
ity. Please note that the timpani accents should be played with gusto! The horn/alto sax accents
beginning in bar 69 should soar above the band!

Please note'thatithe bassoon solo in bar 73 is cued in both the bass clarinet and the alto sax-
ophone. [fg@tiall possible, use the bassoon. The next choice should be the bass clarinet. As a
final option, eloose the alto saxophone. The fermata in bar 80 should be allowed to comfort-
ably settle before the percussion roll (a tempo) sends us into a renewed sense of energy.

Great care should be given to the dynamic levels in bars 80, 88,and 95. | suggest defining the
three"dynamic levels to ensure a logical progression. One final note: Let the timpanist soar in
the closing bars!

| hope that you, your band, and your audience find When Summer Takes Flight (Upon Crystal Waves)
to be a musically rewarding experience. As always, | wish you the best in your musical endeavors.

—Robert W. Smith
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