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NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Furioso, a musical term, indicates that the music is to be played with vigor and passion. This composition
for the beginning band was written to capture the never-ending energy of your young musicians.

The first three notes should be strong and focused. As exemplified in measures 1 and 2, I have included
dynamic markings throughout, which give an opportunity to teach and reinforce the efpressive qualities of
the music. Please feel free to adjust the dynamic contrasts as appropriate for your teaching,situation.

The shaker beginning in bar 3 is crucial to the success of the performance. It is ifiperative thaba percuss
sionist with a good sense of time be assigned to this part. The conga andgtimpani parts are of equal
importance and must work in conjunction with the shaker to create the rhythmic mementum for the
piece. If a conga and timpani are not available, please note that the partsSymay be played on tomiSyl sug-
gest the careful selection of a mid and low tom to ensure clarity/in the pereussion section. The mallet per-
cussion part includes a marimba for optimum effect. However, if necessary, please substitute akylophone
(with softer mallets) or bells. Please note the 8va notation if bells.are,used,

Beginning in bar 7, the interaction among the percussion, horn/alto sax, and«uba/low reeds is of prime
importance. I suggest isolating these figures during tHe early stages of the rehedrsal to ensure communi-
cation among musical lines. The melodic line beginning at bar 11 should be as"smooth and flowing as
possible. Please adjust the dynamic marking to ensure balance with your instrumentation.

The sfzorzandos at bar 27 provide another opportunity to teach expression. Please note that this entire
section should build up to bar 35. However, please be sure to highlight the subito dynamic change in bar
33. As mentioned earlier, please feel freedto adjust the notated“dynamics as appropriate for the perfor-
mance Situation.

The trombone countermelodic line beginning in bar#43 ificludes optional glissandos. If the glissandos are
used, please reinforce the F'in 6th position with, th€.glissando moving up to 4th position. This will require
additional attention to'thétrombone sectionyHowever, [ believe that they will enjoy the musical effect.

The final statefent ofthe opening motifyis in bars 67 and 68. These three notes should be of full length.
Care should be givén t@ the end of the whele note in bar 68 and to the subito piano in bar 69. The crescen-
do in bar§ 69 and 708hould be,as'even as possible, leading to the ending statement.

Ihope thatyyou, your studentsyfand your audience find FURIOSO to be a rewarding experience. It is my
hope that your studentsywill find the piece to be fun, exciting, and an incentive for many hours of quality
practice. Best wishesfor a'great performance!

Robert W. Smith
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