@ SYMPHONIC BAND Grade 4

Commissioned by and Dedicated to Dr. Peter Loel Boonshaft
and the Hofstra University Symphony Band (NY)

The Winds of Poseidon

From The Odyssey (Symphony No. 2)

Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION
Conductor Eb Baritone Saxophone
C Piccolo 1st Bb Trumpet
1st C Flute 2nd B» Trumpet i
2nd C Flute 3rd Bb Trumpet ) ) Q
1st Oboe 1st and 2nd Horn in F Pe(!src SSIIDOT'\ ! piccol
2nd Oboe 3rd and 4th Horn in F Trgf:gle%m;um, iccolo
1st Bb Clarinet 1st Trombone Percussio

2nd Bb Clarinet
3rd Bb Clarinet

2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone

ended Cymbal, Crash

Q/m , Finger Cymbals)

= R =2 NNNDNNNMNNWWW-=-

Bb Bass Clarinet Euphonium rcussion Il

Eb Contrabass Clarinet ind Chimes, Gong,
Thundersheet, Whirling Tubes)

Bassoon 6

Eb Alto Saxophone

_ W N == W WW == W w=m—

Bb Tenor Saxophone

‘0

< °
QN
Q&
Vv

»
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um BAN D
_/

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred



Commissioned by and Dedicated to Dr. Peter Loel Boonshaft and the
Hofstra University Symphony Band (NY)

THE WINDS OF POSEIDON

From THE ODYSSEY (Symphony No. 2)

ROBERT W. SMITH

PROGRAM NOTES

Described as “the best story ever written,” Homer’s The Odyssey is perhaps the most populas work in ancient
Greek literature. It has been a literary favorite for more than three thousand years.

When The Odyssey opens, ten years have passed since the end of the Trojan War. Qdysseus,Jiero of the Watand
king of Ithaca, has yet to return home. To the kind and gracious Phagacians, upon whose island@dysseus has
been shipwrecked, he recounts his wanderings, including the tormefits and trials of the past tengears>The story
Odysseus tells makes for the most imaginative, fantastic, and influential reading in all of litegatures

The Winds of Poseidon is based on the classic story. Odysseus has angered PoseidongMeptune), son of Cronus and
king of the sea. The winds of Poseidon continue to blow Od§sseus and his crew throtgh many adventures. On this
movement, the composer captures the essence of thego@werfulwind and waves that propel Odysseus on his fan-
tastic journey. The center section of the work wassinspited by the tale of the"Sirens, whose singing of the most
beautiful of music lures sailors to their deaths on the To¢ks.)As the story'@oés, anyone who unwarily draws in too
close and hears the singing of the Sirens, Alis wiféband children willnever welcome him home again. Odysseus is
naturally very curious and wants¢o hear theydlturing musical phrases. He stops his men’s ears with wax and has
himself lashed to the mast. He warr§ liis mennot'to allow hifia,Jod8e, no matter how much he begs and prays.

The Winds of Poseidon was commissioned by and iS«dedicated to Dr. Peter Loel Boonshaft and the Hofstra
University Symphonic Bafid,"Bhis movement, theSeeond of The Odyssey (Symphony No. 2), was completed in
November of 1997 andspremiered by this talented ensemble in December of 1998.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Piiélopening ebphonium solo should be very freely interpreted. The soloist should approach the solo as if he/she
were playing a ram’s horn calling the troops in battle.

The,chromatic figurés, at®measure 10 (upper woodwinds and piano) should be played with a vengeance! The
tempo’should beyerybrisk, yet no faster than the trumpet melody will allow. Care should be given to the dynam-
ic shapes in thelehromatic lines. They are crucial to the intended “wind” effect.

The low brass/reed entrance at measure 28 should be very powerful in its interpretation, yet not forced. Great
care should be given to the balance of the line. The lowest octaves (tuba/contrabass clarinet/piano) should be
given priority, never allowing the trombones to overshadow. I suggest isolating the trumpet countermelody at
bar 34 with the low brass/reed melody to ensure confidence in the ensemble with the interaction of the two lines.
The culmination of this interaction is the fortissimo at measure 40. Be sure to balance the decrescendo against
the eighth note ostinato to ensure presence of the moving line.



The bells play a very important role during the ostinato beginning at 40. The mallet line should be equal in
weight to the bassoon/piano, propelling the melody forward. The chromatic quotes should be “in the back-
ground” to work with the ostinato and bells.

The crescendo under the chromatic runs beginning in bar 59 should be very powerful. Despite the accent
markings, the quarter notes at bar 61 should not be too short. The entire section must maintain the tempo
and energy of the previous statement.

The muted trumpet/trombone figures beginning in bar 75 should be balanced for presence. Feel free to adjust
the dynamic marking based on the size of the ensemble. The dissonant sforzando effects should be Balanced to
ensure equal weight between the first and second parts.

The transition beginning in bar 98 is written to achieve maximum intensity, allowing the néxt section of the wétk
to be more tranquil by comparison. The thundersheet should be as large as possible‘and played with mallets, For
the premiere performance, Dr. Boonshaft used a suspended fifteen400t by four-foot sheet with greatysuccess.
The use of the large thundersheet also adds an exciting visual/element to. the performang€.” As ‘the tempo
changes at measure 102, be sure to allow the thunder to “fade into the distance.” This willreqtfire a transition
from the mallets to simply shaking the sheet to achieve the desired effect.

The whirling tubes (available at most toy stores) should bé eut to sound Eb, F, and Bb. Please note that two differ-
ent pitches are easily performed on a tube by adjustifig,the\rotation speeds The F was achieved by using the
same length tube as the Bb and then adjustingghe speed.“I'stiggest usind as many tubes spaced around the
ensemble as personnel will allow.

The oboe solo must be freely interpreted. The preSence of the @boevabove the drone may require adjusting the
dynamic markings based on the sizéyof the'eniseimble. The yocalwesponse should be performed by female voices
only. If the situation warrants, deuble théwocals with females ifithe brass section as needed.

The fermata at bar 158 allows the\ocean drumfand whirling tubes to fade “into the distance” before the inten-
sity of the journey resumes. The 0cean drum shpuld release before the tubes, allowing the timpanist transi-
tion time to retriéve mallets. The tubesg@hould sustain to the first bar of the new statement. The “fading”
effect may be achieved by decreasing"the fiumber of tubes gradually over the bar. I will defer to your better
musical judgement based on the Size efyour percussion section.

Measure 196 should be abselutely vicious! The fortissimo-mezzo piano effect beginning in bar 198 should culmi-
nate inn the strongest of€rescendos, with care given to the changing accent patterns. The piano glissando effects
should be very stron@l The fermata in bar 208 should be sustained long enough to allow the crescendo to build
to theappropriate peint) of conclusion with the final note. The last note should be interpreted with length to
ensure the necessary musical climax.

[ hope you and your ensemble find The Winds of Poseidon to be a very exciting performance opportunity. In addi-
tion, I hope you enjoy The Odyssey (Symphony No. 2) in its entirety. Best wishes for great success in all of your
musical endeavors.

Robert W, Smith
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