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PROGRAM NOTES
THE MAELSTR@M sitstitlefroma ticevent of enormous intensity. Although the termis used in other settings,

activities. It is wi thoughts in mind that this work is dedicated to the commissioning party, the
h School Concer d of Alpena, Michigan. Composed in early 1997, the work was premiered in April
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NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The opening statement in the alto saxophone should be freely interpreted and as rubato as possible.
The ensemble’s response at measure 9 should be brilliant by contrast.

The “maelstrom” is unleashed beginning at measure 13. Great care should be given to the notated
dynamic contrasts. The eighth note figures in the clarinets at measure 17 should not lose momentum.
This figure is developed throughout the piece and should create the “swirling” motion of the whirlpool.
Please note the articulations notated in the low reeds and tuba at bar 17. I would suggest&pending a few
minutes with the ensemble noting the two versus three between the low reeds/tuba and clarinets.

Be very cautious of the balance between the moving repetitive lines beginning at‘measure 25. 1 have
marked the flutes at forte to insure presence within the ensemble. Feel free to make any dynamic adjust-
ments necessary for balance.

The melodic line in the horns and euphonium/baritone at measure 29 should be as\flowing aspessi=
ble amid the swirling masses of woodwinds. The toms provide a constant “groove” which unifies thé vari-
ous roles in the winds.

The “pick a note” in measure 90 should be voiced as dissonant as pessible. Although*the individual
player is given the freedom to be “creative” at this point, I would suggest voicing each ‘section in sec-
onds for maximum effect. Dynamic shaping in this bar is crucial to,the effect!

At measure 95, I have suggested conducting in one. However, feel free to stay in three if rhythmic
security in the ensemble becomes an issue.

The building of momentum into the “Furious” section beginning at bar 159 will require special atten-
tion. The woodwinds should be very aggressive/ with the “swirling” motif at measure 163. The timpani
should be treated as a rather bombastic solo,in this, seciton.

Measure 175 should be as large a build as‘pessible in the per¢ussion with as intense a trill as possi-
ble in the woodwinds. The last note sheuild be heavily accented@and of full value.

[ hope that you and your ensemble find The Maelstrom td'be an exciting experience. Best wishes for a
great performance!

Robert W. Smith
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