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“Three Chorale Preludes,” although w inth y eighte -century style and based on familiar chorale melodies,
are not arrangements of any exi reludes. T inal compositions for band. They are based on:

1) “Ermunter Dich, Mein (“Br Beauteous Heavenly Light”). The text is from a Christmas
hymn by Johann Rist: i t was first published in Rist’s Himmlische Lieder, 1641. The tune
has been used b ers, including®:S. Bach in his “Christmas Oratorio.”

illed With Longing”). Several texts have been set to this tune. It is best
acred Head Now Wounded.” The melody originally was that of a love
y Hans Leo Hassler. As such, it appeared in his collection of secular songs

r Gesang in 1601. Bach used the tune five times in the “St. Matthew Passion”
here have been many poloyphonic settings by various composers, including

Nun Danket Alle G@Now Thank We All God”). The text is by Martin Rinckart; the tune was probably written by
Johann Crug@ﬁ appeared in Crugar’s Praxis Pietatis Melica, 1647. Bach used the chorale in his “Cantata for
eformati
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Three Chorale Preludes

Conductor WILLIAM P. LATHAM

I. Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

Andantino (4.=72-80)
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II. O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Poco Adagio (d =54-60)
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III. Now Thank We All Our God

Allegro giusto (J =96-100)
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