@ CLASSIC BAND Grade 5

Commissioned by the George Mason University Band, Fairfax, Virginia
Professor Anthony Maiello, Director of Bands

The Ascension

(From The Divine Comedy)

Composed and Arranged by Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

>

1 Conductor 2 1st Bb Trumpet

1 CPiccolo 2 2nd B> Trumpet Q

6 CFlute 2 3rd By Trumpet »Gong, Chimes, Bewed Vibes,
2 Oboe 1 1stHorninF Crash CYmba'S)G

3 1st B Clarinet 1 2ndHorninF impant ﬁ

3 2nd By Clarinet 1 3rdHorninF P?Pr.cuss AT

3 3rd B Clarinet 1 4thHorninF |ch ,Sr?afé ;:3:1’ \(,)vn;te?_g}féd
1 EbAlto Clarinet 1 1st Trombon stal)

2 BbBass Clarinet 1 2 Pereussion Il

2 Bassoon 1 (Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals,
2 EbAlto Saxophone 1 Q Water-filled Crystal)

2 B»Tenor Saxophone 1 Percussion lll

2 4

E> Baritone Saxophone Drums, Gong, Water-filled Crystal,

Crash Cymbals)

‘0 (Wind Chimes, Tambourine, Conga

P&RAM NOTES

-movement Wor@ed on Dante Alighieri’s literary classic of the same name. The story of
self lost in a dark wood. Virgil, a character based on the revered Roman

The Divine Comed af‘
Dante’s trilogy.is be Onelday Dante
dre . Vir ante to a contemplation of Hell of Purgatory. Dante, having confessed his

e third@f four movement in The Divine Comedy. The movement begins with Dante on the Mountain
tory. Having bee '&cted and purified in Purgatory, he is prepared for his journey to Paradise. Beatrice, his
ifts her eyes tow. sun. Following her example, Dante looks to the sun and is at the moment transformed
as-huamanized’, aration for his great adventure. He is surprised to discover wonderful music, the music
pheres, sgrr g them. Swifter than thought, their flight of incredible speed begins. Dante and Beatrice,

accompanied b f wondrous beauty and intensity, ascend to the Sphere of Fire.
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