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AFRICA: CEREMONY,
SONG AND RITUAL

ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION
I Conductor 3 Ist B> Trumpet 2 Percussion i
| C Piccolo 3 2nd Bb Trumpet (Large Tom-Toms)
5 C Flute 3 3rd Bb Trumpet 4  Percussion lll (Bells, Beaded
2 Oboe (Optional English I IstHorninF Gourd, Shaker, Castanets,
Horn solo appears at I 2nd Hornin F Gong, Bass)Drum or
measure 75) I 3rdHorninF Large Tom#Toms)
3 Ist Bb Clarinet | 4th Hornin F 4 Cymbals (Crash Cymbals,
3 2nd Bb Clarinet 2 IstTrombong Suspended Cymbal,
3 3rd Bb Clarinet 2 2nd Trombone Shaker, Claves)
| EbAlto Clarinet 2 3rd Trombone 2y, Timpani (Flexatone, Timpani)
2 Bb Bass Clarinet 2 Baritone 4 ' Bass Drum (Claves,
2 Bassoon | Baritonéfreble Clef Log Drum)
2 Ist Eb Alto Saxophone "4 [Tuba 4 Mallet Percussion (Chimes,
2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone 4 Percussion | (Conga Drums, Cowbells, Marimba,
| BbTenor Saxophone Wind ChimesyFinger Suspended Cymbal,
| Eb Baritone Saxophone Cymbals) Bass Drum)
2 Log Drum (Log Drum, Claves)

NOTESTO THE CONDUCTOR

The expanded percussiofiisection in ¢his work'is of prime importance.Although eight parts are written, additional per-
cussionists should be added to thé,off-stage parts to create the effect of drawing the audience inside the worship cir-
cle. Ifipersonnel allows, leave two players on-stage to cover the cymbal parts at measure 171.They may double the off-
stage parts from this positionylf personnel does not allow two players on-stage, the cymbal parts should be covered
by two wind players.

The log drums should e ofwarying sizes, creating the largest frequency spectrum possible. Individual log drums should
be‘able,to produce two pitches, approximately a third apart.

Tempos may be firéely explored throughout the work.A passionate performance is the ultimate goal.
The ad lib. Vecalfindications at measure 166 should be as primal and guttural as possible.

The “pick-a-note” at measures 181—182 should create the maximum amount of dissonance.You may wish to assign
pitches within sections if necessary. The molto rallentando should be drawn out as far as possible, creating a state of
complete exhaustion throughout the audience. Measures 181—-182 may be freely conducted to maximize this impact.
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PROGRAM NOTES:

Africa: Ceremony, Song, and Ritual is based on the primitive folk music of
Western Africa. Inspired by the recording and research of Mr. Stephen Jay, the work
features traditional ceremonial music for dance and entertainment as well s 'dynamic
percussive invocations and historical songs.

African musicians feel that they bring life to their instruments just asdGodygives life
to the musician. As a result, individual instruments are believed to passess conscious-
ness and are treated with same respect and reverence given to an henored living
person. The drum, the featured section in this work, is consideréd a sacred, object 4§
well as a musical instrument. It is believed to be endowed with'a mysterious power
which has been incomprehensible to the many missionaries and early travelers on‘the
African continent. As one listens, the mind experiences)a wide range of emetions
including joy, fear, hope, and grief.

OYA “Primitive Fire" recreates man’s conquest of fire. In the beginniig of time, man
discovered that he could create the illusive,power by striking two flints together. He
gathered his sticks and dry leaves and Kindled them. The flameS)begin to rise very
slowly, yet steadily building higher ‘andshigher into a large"writhing body of energy
spreading across the horizon, Suddenly,"it begins to*fade........ slowly.....losing
life.......... then the last spark ascends'to the heavens'and leaves the earth in darkness.

The “Ancient Folk Song” originates from Ghana, ‘situated in the tropical belt of West
Africa. It is a land of lush tropical beaches arid rogky lagoons. The peaceful tranquility
of this beautiful éountry wasifirst disturbed by European settlers in the 1500's as
Ghana became the ‘cénter for exporting slaves and gold. As a result, the area became
known as the'Gold, Coast. A secondaryrmelody based on the folk song “Marilli”
weaves throughout thefinal statemenbof the original theme.

With ‘thusnderfand lightning as*his weapon, Shango, the God of Thunder revisits the
earth. To hefald his returni, his devotees chant his invocationary praise. The big and
small drums madefef hollow trees and the skins of rams resound throughout the night
as circles of worshipefs dance to a frenzied state. The joyous opening statement
returns amid the primal percussion drawing the work to an exhausting conclusion.
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