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The Silver quill
Dale HarpHam and sammy nestico

 1 conductor
 1 c piccolo
 6 1st & 2nd c Flute
 2 oboe
 1 eb clarinet
 3 1st B b clarinet
 3 2nd B b clarinet
 3 3rd B b clarinet
 1 eb alto clarinet
 2 B b Bass clarinet
 2 1st & 2nd Bassoon
 2 1st eb alto saxophone

 2 2nd eb alto saxophone
 2 B b tenor saxophone
 1 eb Baritone saxophone
 2 1st B b cornet
 2 2nd B b cornet
 2 3rd B b cornet
 1 1st B b trumpet
 1 2nd B b trumpet
 2 1st & 2nd Horn in F
 2 3rd & 4th Horn in F
 1 1st trombone
 1 2nd trombone

 1 3rd trombone
 1 4th trombone
 2 Baritone
 1 Baritone treble clef
 4 tuba
 1 string Bass
 2 mallet percussion 

(chimes, Bells)
 3 percussion (snare Drum, 

Bass Drum, crash cym-
bals)

program notes
When he was in the sixth grade, captain Dale Harpham heard a concert given by the marine Band in his hometown of 
pleasant lake, indiana.  at that time he decided to play a musical instrument.  not many years passed, and he was ac-
cepted as a musician in his favorite band.  captain Harpham served with distinction as assistant director of the United 
states marine Band.  He has traveled with the band to all points of the globe, and his career has been filled with guest 
appearances as conductor and adjudicator for high school and collegiate bands.

sammy nestico, born in pittsburgh, pennsylvania, is a graduate of Duquesne University.  He has served as aBc staff 
trombonist-arranger, director of the U.s. air Force airmen of note, and chief arranger for the U.s. marine Band.  mr. 
nestico’s work is in constant demand by the motion picture and television industries.  Fortunately for the education 
community, he continues to compose and arrange music for school bands and jazz ensembles, all with the special 
nestico sound.

notes to the conductor
When performing “the silver Quill,” there should be marked contrast in dynamic level after the bold statement by 
the brasses and percussion in the introduction.  percussion should be crisp throughout, and those instruments with 
melody should perform in a sustained and fluid manner.  the overall effect should be that of majestic nobility.

InstrumentatIon

please note:  our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an  automatic high-speed 
system.  the enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  thank you for your understanding.
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