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PROGRAM NOTES

Liturgical Music for Band, Op. 33, completed in 1963 in Greenville, North Carolina, was commissioned by the Greenville
County High School Band, Emporia, Virginia, John Savage, director, and was premiered by that group in 1963. Since then,
the piece has become a landmark work in the band repertoire with countless performances and several generations of
students having played it. The piece is based on four movements selected from the Mass Proper and Ordinary. The band
plays in a chime-like style to announce the opening movement, “Introit”’ The second movement has the same three
sections as the Kyrie from the Mass (Kyrie eleison — Christe eleison - Kyrie eleison). The musical theme of this movement
has the same rhythm as the word “Kyrie." The theme of the third movement is the same rhythm as the word “Gloria” and
the style is jubilant, just like the Mass text (“Glory to God in the highest...”). The fourth movement, “Alleluia,/features an
energetic fugue and an exciting climax.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Liturgical Music for Band, Op. 33 has no key signatures, so accidentals abound. There are ch
movements, but only on the quarter-note level. The tempos remain consistent within th

to learn about the parts of the Mass. There are times when the band
There is also a fugue in the fourth movement that will require some i
is the same rhythm as the word “Kyrie,” and the theme of the third move
The second movement also has the same three sections as the Kyrie from the™\
identify, but solid cadences occur at the ends of the moveme

@ortunity
Qu d like bells.
seeond movement

*& the word “Gloria.”
%r}

ometimes difficult to

Movement I: Introit G MAJOR, C
Allegro moderato Measures 1-2
Il and answer between woodwinds and low brass

transiti &nfare theme
A little broader ‘ retuéening, chime-like fanfare, tutti

Movement lI: Kyrie ORand OTH EYS
Measures 1-

ening, chime nfare, tutti

Kyrie eleison”, clarinets featured
Measures “Christe eleison’, brass alternating with woodwinds

Measures 45— “Kyrie eleison”, clarinets featured

Movement lil: Alleluia FéA%nd OTHER RELATED KEYS

res 1-19 introduction
easures 20-29 fugato

Measures 30-60 underlying drive in low brass and reeds
Measures 61-69 transition
Measures 70-79 theme augmentation with fragmentation
Measures 80-85 tutti, closing

Movement IV: Gloria C MAJOR and OTHER RELATED KEYS

egro energico Measures 1-22 fugato, four different instrument entrances

Measures 23-38 chorale theme, tutti
Measures 39-57 theme fragmentation throughout ensemble
Measures 58-67 chorale theme, tutti
Measures 68-73 tutti, material based on countersubject
Measures 74-81 tutti, chordal, closing, ending in C major

Notes courtesy of Dr. Matthew Mailman, son of the composer



LITURGICAL MUSIC FOR BAND

L Introit MARTIN MAILMAN, Op. 33

[Playing time: 10 min.]

Allegro moderato ma con spirito ( J =104)
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