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Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers! is an Advent hymn concertato based upon the beloved Swedish folk hymn HAF 
TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG. Suggested corresponding lectionary readings include Psalm 80, Isaiah 63:16 - 64:8, 
Matthew 24:29-31 and 25:1-10, Mark 13:32-37, and Luke 21:25-36. One basic homiletical theme is that true 
believers should prepare for the coming of their Lord with rejoicing, for the Messiah will bring Light to their 
Darkness.

The opening and closing unison verses of this powerful hymn concertato demand uniform choral tone and pitch. 
Rehearse these verses on a brightly focused neutral syllable such as “dee.” Add the text without sacrificing intonation 
or focus. Contrast the third verse (m. 49-64) with a greater feeling of legato.

Benjamin Harlan is Assistant Professor of Church Music at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. With 
degrees from Baylor University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Dr. Harlan has extensive experience 
as a church music minister and is a widely published church choral composer.
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