
T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 2

Downtown Suite 
for Strings

By Jay-Martin Pinner

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Violin III (Viola &) 3
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5
Piano Accompaniment 1
Pe rcussion 1  

(Bells, Bulb Horn, Whistle)

DOWNTOWN SUITE FOR STRINGS

Downtown Suite for Strings was written for the Bob Jones 
Elementary School String Orchestra, directed by Dianne 
Pinner, especially for that group’s guest appearance at the 
South Carolina Music Educator’s Association convention in 
the spring of 1990.

The three-movement suite musically depicts familiar 
“downtown” locations: I. The Library, where children enter 
quietly “as if on tiptoe”; II. The Park, where childrens’ 
imaginations may soar “as if on a swing”; and III. Mainstreet, 
where children sense the hustle and bustle of downtown “as 
if crossing a busy street.”

Additional sounds from the orchestra members, as well as 
the sound of orchestra bells, a police whistle and a car horn, 
help each movement portray a unique feeling of being 
downtown.

Downtown Suite for Strings was chosen as the winning 
entry in the 1990 National School Orchestra Associtation 
Compostition Contest.
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