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Finger Placement and Intonation

Correct hand position and finger placement are imperative if students are to be able to play in tune.
If good position is insisted upon and they are shown how to listen and adjust the fingers, they will
play in tune.

Many teachers use finger placement aids for early left hand development. Placement aids such as
tapes, dots, pencil marks, etc., can be effective as long as students are encouraged to listen to the pitch
and adjust accordingly. Visual marks can become a liability if left on too long. Students must be taught
to listen from the very beginning as part of an ongoing ear training program. Reinforcement of pitch
through singing is also essential from day one.
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Violin M Learning E and F} on the D String
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0 =0pen String
1=1st Finger

2 =2nd Finger
3 =3rd Finger

4 =4th Finger J

REMINDERS

. Place your fingers like

the drawing.

. Curve the fingers.

. Touch the string with just the

tips of the fingers.

. Keep the thumb relaxed.

. Keep fingers down on the string

as much as possible.

Viola B Learning E and F{ on the D String
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2 =2nd Finger
3 =3rd Finger
4 =4th Finger

REMINDERS

. Place your fingers like

the drawing.

. Curve the fingers.

. Touch the string with just the

tips of the fingers.

. Keep the thumb relaxed.

. Keep fingers down on the string

as much as possible.
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0 =0pen String
1=1st Finger

2 =2nd Finger
3 =3rd Finger
4 =4th Finger

REMINDERS

. Place your fingers like

the drawing.

. Curve the fingers.

3. Touch the string with just the

tips of the fingers.

. Keep the thumb relaxed.

5. Keep fingers down on the string

as much as possible.

. Keep thumb behind your

second finger.
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