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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Ar.
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from

Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Pre 3 Prayer S% h

and orches agzvell as
in nearly all C@tes, with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s O ed State ine Band, United

States Air Force Band, the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, MQr Music

Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Dir of MakeMusic
Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make
*

Relentless is a high-energy work chars its constant w motion and driving rhythmic pulse.
The piece opens with a burs,s ly establishing a*vigorous and complex rhythmic
gei

framework. The strings enga , perpeEa on, with interlocking figures passing rapidly

ABOUT THE MUSIC

thmic propulsion, demanding technical

The central portion o r% deceptive, contrast. A lyrical melody emerges in the
lower strings amidst th undation. Crucially, the pulse established earlier never

ensuring the
unstoppable

lusion. \

elentless was c @ned by the Dublin (Ohio) Youth String Orchestra; Stephanie Hanson, conductor.

\/0

is juxtaposition creates a sense of yearning against an

gﬁgins an inexorable ascent toward its climax. The thematic material
ections, gaining intensity as the dynamic level steadily increases.
in a final, furious buildup, culminating in a powerful and intensely dramatic

—Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Dublin Youth String Orchestra

Dublin, Ohio; Stephanie Hanson, Conductor

DURATION: 3:15
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