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THE COMPOSER

Katie O'Hara LaBrie is a composer, conductor, clinician, and cellist from Northern
Virginia. An educator at heart, Mrs. LaBrie spent the first 15 years of her career
teaching orchestra in Fairfax County, Virginia. She holds a Bachelor of Music in
Music Education from St. Olaf College, where she studied under Steven
Amundson, and a Master of Music in Instrumental Conducting from George
Mason University, where she studied with Anthony Maiello.

compositions have received many accolades including fr
Pepper Editors’ Choice, as well as performances at the Mid

Mrs. LaBrie is the founding conductor of the Fairfax Chamber Players, co-creator

i " practi
method, and co-author of Getting in Gear: Fundamental Warm-Ups for rch She lives ig F:im

with her husband Joe, who is a middle school band director, and thej

ABOUT THE MUSIC

r an inner force
leveland, embodies all of

The word “drive” carries many meanings. It can be a literal journey, the pursuit of i
that propels us forward. This piece, written for the Conte ary Youth Orchestra
these ideas.

When | started on the journey of crafting this pie O student nspiration. They sent me a
whole list of ideas, two of which stood out. The firs eland itself: dmarks and history. | loved
learning that Cleveland is a town of bridges city an<&/I le. My research on bridges led me
to the Guardians of Traffic, eight towering statues on the HopeyMemorial Bridge, each holding a
different mode of transportatio*ym va a American &. | also learned that Cleveland is a city of
innovation, home to the first electri 9) and thé&i raffic signal (1914).

Then there was another theme ith friends.” This one struck a chord with me. |
remembered my own teenage 'n@inver’s license, cruising with friends, and listening to
everything from classical i -hop. Coincidentally, these drives were often with my best
friend, who happened to f it often on these drives.

The piece begins ick rev of the e e, and then we're offl Beneath a celebratory A theme, driving eighth
notes in the per piano create @dercurrent of momentum. There is a sense of Americana in the
themes wit arpeggiated fi@ou’ll hear a nod to Gershwin’s An American in Paris with its hustle and
h emulated in the brass. The overall structure is like that of a round-
, with its building ascending lines, captures the wind-in-your-hair freedom
mer C theme brings us back to those youthful days when things were just
r worries in the world. The return of the A theme builds to an epic finish—we’'ve

the destination. It's about the journey and celebrating every part of the journey: the
. It's about the connections you make—whether crossing bridges, pushing boundaries
orfinding personal motivation, a drive will always take you somewhere.

V —Katie O’Hara LaBrie
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