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THE COMPOSER

Richard L. Saucedo retired in 2013 as the Director of Bands and Chairman

of the Performing Arts Department at Carmel High School in Indiana after a
31-year tenure. Under his leadership, Carmel bands earned numerous state,
regional, and national honors in concert, jazz, and marching band categories.

National Championship while performing at the Mi
year. Saucedo was honored as Indiana’s “Bandmaster of the Year” in 1998-99 a

Saucedo is also a freelance arranger and composer, creating wo > bands, chor
concert bands, and orchestras. He serves as the music ensemb or the Blue

Bugle Corps and was previously the Brass Arranger/Composer fo 5 Drum anu{gle Corps,
contributing to five DCI world championships. Additionally, he is a ucational,Cohsultant for Music

for All and Bands of America, a Conn-Selmer Division of Education member, anQe ge Team Leader

i rum and

for Bands of America competitions. He is married to S , an interior design b r, and has two
children: Carmen, an elementary school teacher, and Et a senior percussionistipursuing an Architecture
Degree at Ball State University.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Beyond the Distant Ridge w he Ridgevije iddle School Band (TX) under the direction
of Matt Wood, in celebration o anniver, e work reflects both a sense of place and
a forward-looking spirit—standin @agining the promise and possibility that lie
beyond it. The composer i odfor'the commission and for the joy of writing for
such a talented and dedica

The piece opens with a ishing a confident and ceremonial tone. This material is
soon echoed b oodwin i ief'contrapuntal transition, expanding the musical
landscape an he stage for W}@IIOWS. Momentum builds as the music accelerates into an
energetic mi ection, feéri olos and small ensemble moments that lead to a powerful full-

eak, the music relaxes’into a lush ballad characterized by flowing harmonies and rich textures.

n solo emerges, guiding the ensemble toward a deeply expressive and emotional conclusion
.The fin&tion of the work reintroduces energy with an uptempo passage that explores
reased harmoni onh before culminating in a fully scored return of the mixed-meter theme, bringing
he piece to a corifident and exhilarating close.

2026.

V —Richard L. Saucedo

ond the@ ge received its premiere at the Music for All National Festival in Indianapolis in March



commissioned by the Ridgeview Middle School Bands to celebrate the school’s 25th anniversary
Round Rock, Texas; Matt Wood, Director

BEYOND THE DISTANT RIDGE

DURATION: 5:00
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