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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Ar.
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from

Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Pre 3 Prayer S% h

and orches EQNG” as
in nearly all C@tes, with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s O ed State ine Band, United
r

States Air Force Band, The Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, MQ Music

Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Dir of MakeMusic
Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make

ABOUT THE MUSIC

emory of%yne, a well-known and respected band

i nown fo sicality he brought to the podium, and some
lifting works. It this in mind that this piece came to life.

Carolina’s tree, which is present all throughout the state and

‘s legacy, which continues to impact generations of

phonium soh@ch was Ron's instrument. This melody forms the DNA of the

ly comes bac hoes) in various forms and iterations. A key aspect is how the
ot only altered throughout, but is used as a canon—a compositional
imitated by additional voices once it has begun.

ndpoint, there are many opportunities for soloistic playing, but there are also
io ke the piece as accessible as possible to groups with varying instrumentation

request from the issioning group). Conductors should use all tempo markings as a guide (and | have
% tion!), but feel free to use additional rubato as appropriate. In measure 62, | prefer

rovided a lot o
ubdivide th wo eighth notes and really stretch there for maximum impact.

Echoes Acr@he Pines was commissioned by friends and family, with assistance from the American
SchoahBangd Directors Association, to honor the life and legacy of Ron Payne. The process was spearheaded
by NorthiCarolina band director Michael Hough, who also gave the eulogy at Ron’s funeral.

-Brian Balmages
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