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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Ar.
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from

mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the inauguration of the in ' preside
Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Prg ia Prayer Servi h
was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Bider v

ond orches agwell as
in nearly all C@tes, with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s O ed State ine Band, United
r

States Air Force Band, The Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, MQ Music

Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Dire of MakeMusic
Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make

*
Defying the Machine is a highly rhyth ergetic work thﬁ( ores the dynamic contrast and
tension between two forces* defin the late 19thyand early 20th centuries. The piece draws
o}

its inspiration from the tensi e dly expan dustrial Revolution and the flourishing Arts
and Crafts Movement—a distinct bellious culturalhat took root in East Aurora, New York.

In many ways, this feels like'a precursor to the or@dl that we find ourselves in today. On one hand, the
arele

ABOUT THE MUSIC

world was dominate
production, and profit.
dissonant, mec i
factory.

: ntless, mechanized pursuit of efficiency, mass
sic by driving, interlocking rhythmic patterns and

istent and tireless, mirroring the unceasing gears of the

| textures:'The energy is i

th | landsc the spirit of the Arts and Crafts Movement. The Roycroft Campus,
y Elbe ard, be n epicenter of this focus on artistry. Founded on a philosophy that
d quality, handm ftsmanship, individual dignity, and natural forms, this movement was

jection ofgthe lifeless uniformity of the machine age. It focused on beauty, creativity, and the
nt that the'artists sought (and still seek!) to preserve.

e contemporar, nic language and textures throughout the work create a soundscape that is both
dern and vis The central conflict is made audible through sudden shifts between rigid, metallic

hms an@ =nts of warm, expressive color.
Defying the Machine is a tribute to the community’s heritage and its enduring spirit of resistance against
the or . It challenges performers and audiences to find the balance between the efficiency of the
machine and the indispensable value of the human hand and heart.

The work was commissioned by the East Aurora 7/8 Symphonic Band; Jeff Wilmore, Director. It is dedicated
to the community, staff, and students of East Aurora.

—Brian Balmages
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