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THE COMPOSER

Soon Hee Newbold is an internationally acclaimed composer and
conductor known for incorporating differing cultural and ethnic styles in her
writing inspired by her experiences and travel. She started her musical
journey at the age of 5 on piano and violin at age 7 and performed as a
concert artist in professional ensembles around the world.

levels from professional symphonies to beginning ele
venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Wolf
Lincoln Center, The Midwest Clinic, and many more worldwi . 0

internati Iya
r and

clinician. She has conducted and worked with orchestras and bands througho
including the Netherlands, Belgium, Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, and China.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Honors Band in
nd and Orchestra n Chicago.
itten in honor of the mbus Symphony
s from Latin, aning “heaviness” or “weight,”
n. Descript f someone with gravitas
ﬁ; and someone of note with great
avitas, which means they have
b utilizes expanded voices and colors,

on low bras§andlow reeds. The beginning starts with a
elodic linéfeatured in the horns and alto saxes) that
eling

inspire s of nostalgia, power, and

The concert band version of Gravitas was commissioned by the Pearland Junio
honor of their selection to perform at the 2025 Midwe
Originally for both string and full orchestra, Gravitas was
Chamber Strings 40th anniversary. The word “gra
but is mostly used today when referring to qualiti
include words like dignity, authority, and wisdo
respect. In theater, actors are often descri
the maturity and depth when playing
compared to previous versions, and r
somber, serious tone foIIowe& cel

continues throughout the piece. work
accomplishment.

ostinatos are shor ogt to the lyrical, legato melody lines. Feel free to
sion instru place of or in addition to the toms (i.e. any type of
e are extra players, they can double the floor and low toms with

cinematic-sounding drum).
other ethnic o tly pitched inst nts as well. If there are only four players for percussion, leave
the crash cy d strike the s ded cymbal in its place. Consider using a synthesizer or

Running eighth notes
experiment with diffe

keyboar adrama s sound in addition to or in place of string bass.

—Soon Hee Newbold
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commissioned by the Pearland (Texas) Junior High West Honors Band
DURATION: 4:15 in honor of their performance at The Midwest Clinic
Meredith Bishop, Director

GRAVITAS

SOON HEE NEWBOLD
(ASCAP)
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