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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Ar.
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from

mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the |naugurat|on of the in ! preside
Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Pre 3 Prayer Servi h
was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Bider %

and orches EQNG” as
in nearly all C@tes, with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s O ed State&n Band, United
States Air Force Band, The Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, M r Music
Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is DirQ)f MakeMusic

Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Go Time! is an exploration o
exciting character of the music
embracing the sophisticateg\har

ion withir@ontext of popular music. The uptempo and
n from riving rhythms of rock and funk, while also

and melodic la of jazz. Essentially, it was written to

encapsulate the elements feel- goo@ser, both for the performers and the audience.
From the very first n ic relies o ess rhythmic pulse that underpins the entire work, even
during softer sections. A c e appears throughout as the surrounding music develops through a

series of dyna
ensemble ca

and textural c es Pacing plays a huge role in the ebb and flow of the music; the
o soon!

es ture n e V|be of the work in a completely unexpected and fun way before

the reaches its softeét momment, from which everything begins to build toward through the use of
d textural develo t. Percussion is slowly layered in, gradually adding energy and
the dy ics begin to shift both from a volume standpoint and an overall shift in mood.

is one of many w here the music feels like one big celebration.
[

s elements of ing return once more, lingering rhythms from throughout the work continue as
ners experi final “shout chorus” of sorts before the music drives to an intense and dramatic

ending. 0

Go Ws commissioned by the Cooper Middle School Band (Fairfax, Virginia) under the direction of
MatthewiBaker. Among the many ideas we explored, he commented that it would be really fun to have a
bop that would provide a jaw-dropping ending to his concert at the Virginia Music Educators Association
annual conference. This is my attempt to do so. Enjoy!

-Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Cooper Middle School Symphonic Band
DURATION: 4:10 McLean, Virginia;, Matthew Baker, conductor

GO TIME!

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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