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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
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or this work comésgyfrom the Qalupalik, a mysterious
sa green— being that would lurk beneath the icy

is said g a haunting, eerie melody to lure children
to capture then@ke them out to sea to raise them as their own,

e this Iege children from walking too close to the icy

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Drawing from Inuit mythology, the insp
sea-dwelling creature that w

waters in the Pacific Northwes
to the water’s edge where it
never to be seen again. So
waters.

The music begins with ound of wh es, musically depicting the soft howl of wind whipping
across the surf the icy ers. Soon, the haunting call of the Qalupalik emerges. This combination of
unsettling me armonic devi@xtaposes intrigue and fear, perfectly representing the luring call.

loser to tgter s edge, the music becomes bold and aggressive with the sound
ater in search of their prey. What follows is a musical depiction of
e deep, cult-like beating of the drums combine with aggressive

pulsating rhythms throughout.

mately, the chas nd the unsettling atmosphere of the opening returns. The listener is not sure if
e children havees d but soon after, the marching of the Qalupalik begins once more, marked with the
t “Until next@

alupalik
Chuw ; Philip Walters and Travis Harrington, Directors. It was premiered outside of Anchorage with
co

issioned by the Gruening and Mirror Lake Middle School Bands in Eagle River and

the er conducting.

—Brian Balmages
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