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THE COMPOSER

Soon Hee Newbold is an internationally acclaimed composer and conductor known for
incorporating differing cultural and ethnic styles in her writing inspired by her experiences
and travel. She started her musical journey at the age of 5 on piano and violin at age 7 and
performed as a concert artist in professional ensembles around the world.

As a composer, Ms. Newbold's works are performed by groups ranging in all levels from
professional symphonies to beginning elementary ensembles in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Wolf Trap, Disney Hall, Lincoln Center, the Midwest dand
Orchestra Clinic, and many more worldwide stages.

Ms. Newbold is frequently sought after as a keynote speaker an
conducted and worked with orchestras and bands throughout the
The Netherlands, Belgium, Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, and China. As a filmmaker and composer
can also be heard in film and other recording projects.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Commissioned by the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association under artis avo Dudame@’gd! is one of
three works written for the LA Philharmonic’s YOLA orchestras with artis dy Sanchez and'conductors Daniel
Jacobs, Tammy Yi, and Alan Mautner. The request was for compositions tha i s and capture the
identity and heritage specific to Los Angeles. | had many discussions with condu ut a piece that could
showcase music inspired by the rich history and culture of Koreah Audiences are famili Chinese and Japanese
inspired music, but Korean music is not as widely performed in western world. | wrot is piece as a journey through
Korea's history expressed by the evolving music through t d to honor t%hriving Korean and Asian population

in LA. The work also utilizes influences from China, Japa iddle East a, and contemporary western music
which represent some of the many cultures that mak ngels.

Han’gll or Hangeul 82 is the native writing sys e Korean langug &

and his scholars during the Joseon =M Dynas Han’'gul translates*to Korean script or great writing, “han”
meaning Korean or great and “gul” w is scr riting. During ime, only elites and the upper class were

j ese charac . King Sejong was sympathetic to the commoners
ritten agreements, especially if there was a dispute.

educated on how to read and write us
cate a system that was phonetic-based and one that

ated in 1443 by King Sejong M|& the Great

anyone could learn regardless of ed i i ed for the academics to use. Han'gtll is highly systematic
and is one of the most scienti ned writi s in the world. Despite initial resistance from elites who
preferred classical Chinese, Han'g e the dom t script and contributed to Korea's cultural identity and national

tras with e@ortunity to feature authentic instruments throughout and lends itself
in thi eriod music. The beginning starts with a gugak =<} inspired solo flute and
piccolo, indi of ancient instruggentSisuch as the daegeum L=, sogeum 23, and danso £t The clap of the bak gf
i of Sujecheon &= ourt music that has survived thousands of years dating back to the 7th

dy is slow with long, sustained phrases and is meant to evoke images of nature,
g er of the universe. The title roughly translates to “long life as eternal as in Heaven”
prosperity. Some say it portrays the sound of the wind passing through bamboo forests

bolizes eternal pea
eady rhythm o elf.

The sustained note@n echeon takes listeners into another popular folk song, Arirang, written in a style with
influences from an Mexico and utilizing contemporary percussion such as the marimba, xylophone, and finger
cymbals wit%from around the world. The strings and harp in contrast represent traditional Korean instruments such
as the haeguem ®lig and gayageum 7}0f2. The brass choir repeats the chorus of Arirang in a contemporary western
setting, indicative of Copland, and transports us to a Samgo-Mu #1112, or three-drum dance. This dynamic dance
incorporates three barrel-shaped drums, buk =, arranged in a triangular formation. The performers blend rhythmic
drumming, elegant dance movements, and vibrant costumes, making a visually striking and energetic performance. The
featured percussion in this section is mainly inspired from the samgo-mu, but | also added elements from other traditional
percussion ensembles and cultural dances. | wrote this section with an option to highlight an ancient drum ensemble or an
actual samgo-mu dance. The energy of the drums from this dance leads the audience into the modern era of Korea and
vibrant, bustling cities such as Seoul /& and Los Angeles where east meets west.



ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND

Gugak =<} or national music is the term that describes the traditional songs, court music, dances, songs from poetry, and
religious music originating from the three kingdoms of ancient Korea: Goguryeo 117124, Baekje |, and Silla 4I2}.

Sujecheon =X|™ is one of the most well known and revered works from the Goryeo 112§ Dynasty that is still performed to-
day. The piece originated in Korea and not China or Japan, as did much of their music, and was the first song to be written
in the Han'gll script. Over the centuries, it has been performed with singers and dancers and was the accompaniment for
royal processions and stately affairs. It is typically played in a traditional Korean orchestra on instruments such as the piri
I|2|, haegeum dli2, ajaeng OtH, and janggu &7, and expresses a wish for longevity and harmony. The piece
connected to aesthetic values emphasizing balance, continuity, and reverence for tradition.

Arirang O2|% is one of Korea's most famous and beloved folk songs, often considered an uno

Samgo-Mu #1112, the lively three-drum dance, evolved from Buddhist and court danc
religious ritual and royal entertainment. It is rooted in Korean shamanistic and
between movement, rhythm, and spirit. The number three holds significap i sents balance
and completeness, and the choreography involves circular and flowing ecting themesof unity and natural

i v\eng the fusion of

cycles. Samgo-Mu is often performed at cultural festivals, celebrations, ¢
music, dance, and rhythm.

Traditional Korean Instruments:

Daegeum CH= is a large transverse bamboo flute known for
instrument has six finger holes and an extra hole covered

esonant sound and unique vibrato technique. The
ed membr hich produces a distinct buzzing

timbre and gives it its iconic sound. %
Sogeum 2= is a smaller, higher-pitched version daege also c& amboo except thinner and shorter,
making it more agile. The sound is sharp and b, ince there is membrane, the instrument does not have

the buzzing timbre like the daegeum’

Vmgpitch than the sogeum. The danso typically has a

bre and is used often in sanjo &= (instrumental solo

Piri I|2] is a double reed inst prominent instrument in Korean classical music.
Haegeum a3 looks ve ar to the ehru (Chinese violin) and resembles a two-stringed fiddle played vertically with a
bow. This instrument , sed in court rr@shamanistic rituals, and pansori, and is featured prominently in Korean

traditional orche ?
Ajaeng O} i i i Korean court music that is bowed rather than plucked.

ﬁ 2,18, 21, or more strings

lapper instrume ade of six wooden slats tied together with a string, primarily used in court music to signal
ning and end of al performance or cue musicians during important sections. When played, the slats are
ogether prod sharp, percussive “clap” sound. The leader of the ensemble, typically the music director,
uses th which@ red a symbol of authority in royal ceremonies and Confucian ritual music, aak Of2}.

Janggu &7 igthe ic hourglass-shaped drum and one of the most important percussion instruments in Korean music.
The two sides ned using leather straps, with the left side being deeper and lower than the right. The janggu is used in
court music, folk music, and contemporary performances.

Buk & usually refers to the deep, resonant sounding drum with a cylindrical body made of wood and two drumheads from
animal skin but can also be a generic term for “drum” in Korean. The buk is one of Korea's oldest instruments deeply tied to
shamanistic, Buddhist, and Confucian traditions.

Kkwaenggwari ‘d2t2| is a small, handheld brass gong used in traditional folk and percussion music. The small gong is an
essential instrument in farmer’s music and a four instrument percussion ensemble where it serves as a lead instrument
guiding the rhythm and tempo of the players.



PERFORMANCE NOTES

To recreate the sound of the authentic instruments in the beginning flute and piccolo solos, begin with very little

vibrato at the start of phrases and then crescendo with the vibrato widening as the note is held. Soloists can take time
and be very free with the tempos and rhythms here. In Sujecheon, traditional instruments can be added to enhance or
even replace the orchestra if desired. Players should use very little or no vibrato during this entire section. There can be
some natural decrescendos and emphasis on moving notes and entrances but the overall feel should be quite sustained
and connected. The portamentos in the strings should happen at the end of the note right before the change to mimic
the technique and sound of the haegeum.

ending molto ritardando should be quite dramatic and slow while maintai



commissioned by the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association, YOLA (Youth Orchestra Los Angeles)
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