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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Around 165 BCE, during imperial rule, the Maccabees were forbidden from expressing their 
Jewish heritage freely. After they rebelled and reclaimed the temple in Jerusalem, they lit a 
menorah as a symbol of unity and freedom. Even though there was only enough oil to last a 
short time, the light continued shining for eight days. During Hanukkah, eight candles are lit to 
commemorate this miraculous event.

Folk trio Peter, Paul, and Mary first performed “Light One Candle” in 1982 and later recorded 
it for their album No Easy Walk to Freedom. The song stresses the importance of honoring 
those who fought for freedom, and its powerful lyrics urge listeners to uphold their legacies by 
promoting social justice. As you prepare this piece, honor someone who paved the way for justice, 
and consider what action you can take to continue their work.

Perform this song with piano alone, or add guitar and percussion for a folk-like sound. Either way, 
work toward a gradual crescendo from beginning to end to reflect the growing sense of urgency in 
the music. Feel free to feature select voices on any of the verses.

Enjoy singing this song of strength and peace. It remains as timely today as ever.

J.Z.
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* Also available for S.A.T.B. (51201) and 3-part mixed (51202).
   SoundTrax CD available (51204). Visit alfred.com for digital scores and audio.
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