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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D.

he was commissioned by his other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose mu
inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also

Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with a
as university and professional groups throughout the world. No

included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, usic Confer (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Dire clation Natio&)onference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and othe isiRirector of

ABOUT THE MUSIC

a David risbane Girls Grammmar School

riting somet %ew it would be different. To start, she
told me she would love to have an opti rdless choir a h'&f the orchestration. Knowing | would
have an SSAA chorus of rough made th@easy “yes.” In addition, she told me that
William Barton was scheduled to concer e was hoping to include him. William is
widely considered to be one didgeridoo players and is also a leading

player in the classical world é"yes.” The challenge was how to combine all of these
different elements tog rk for symphony orchestra that equally works on its own

This is a very different type of piece for me. When
(Queensland, Australia) approached m

or in combination with th ional elem .

| could not be ed with the re@.

Like its titl s is a pie t centers on the beginnings of all things. In this case, it also pays
s Austr ose families lived in Australia long before British colonization.

ins with a rauc rcussion statement, almost reminiscent of the big bang event that many
the u rse began. From that point, we are left with almost nothing. The didgeridoo player
be covered with samples or a synthesizer) begins a cadenza that asks them

erpret sounds o} e (as there is no clearly established notation system for didgeridoo, the player is

en taught to plq itating animals and other sounds in nature).
into'a

usic se steady rhythmic pulse as it grows into the first powerful statement by the full
ensemble. Whatfollows is a very ethereal section meant to represent the combination of time and nature.
It move» out of a definitive rhythmic pulse, and overlapping chords change at different times to blur
the passage of time further.

Sounds of the opening eventually return as the music begins to build one final time, more slowly and
deliberately than at any other point in the piece. The ending draws on the full power of the ensemble,
bringing the work to a powerful and emotional conclusion.



| am grateful to Laurinda and the entire staff at Brisbane Girls Grammar School for trusting me with this
incredible opportunity. | am grateful to the 300+ students who premiered the work. | am grateful to the
amazing William Barton for bringing his story and his personality to make this premiere so successful. And |
am grateful for the Indigenous Australian community whose music and culture inspired this work.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

As mentioned, there is no established notation system for didgeridoo and many players learn th
tradition. | highly recommend seeking out a local player if possible (you may be surprised a

without the restraint of notation. As mentioned, the part is completely optional
synthesizer or left out entirely.

The choral parts are completely optional. While originally written fo
or TTBB. These parts are available separately. Product numbers
page and can be found for sale digitally on alfred.com.

also availab f@TB
instru tation

-Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Symphony Orchestra
DURATION: 5:45 Queensland, Australia; Laurinda Davidson, Conductor
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