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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA

Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with
as university and professional groups throughout the world. Noteé
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Ma
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors A
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and others. Curr
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfre MakeMusic.

ABOUT THE MUSIC E

Throughout history, especially in the Fa dearls have be :s iated with wisdom, power, prosperity,
and even immortality. They ar th 30th @r ary celebrations, which is why Prelude
Strings commissioned this work. e Orange County, California, and founded
Prelude Strings to support string e tion for studen % oung as 8 years old. What began with a group
as groww roughly 110 musicians divided into three string
ensembles. To celebrate,thi stone, we a d it would be ideal to have “pearl” in the title. After
doing some research a and the r’%gy behind them, Dragon Pearl was born. It became a way

to honor the 30th e organizatioh while also engaging the imaginations of the young

gional ense@ as well
i ﬁ nces have
i nce (Australia),

| Conference,
e is Director of

in which dragons defend a flaming pearl. The lyrical opening
e p€arl and offers numerous opportunities to teach phrasing. As the

cambine with heavy accents and aggressive harmonies to paint a vivid

r\h:skles.
n Pearl was com ed by Prelude Strings to honor their 30th anniversary. It symbolizes yet
ther milestone :a d by founder Annette Brower and conductors Helen Weed and Macie

ey-Slick.

0 —Brian Balmages



DURATION: 1:50
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commissioned in honor of the 30th anniversary of the Prelude Strings
Orange County, California,; Annette Brower, Founder
Helen Weed and Macie Sweeney-Slick, Conductors

DRAGON PEARL

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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