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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Arranged for your vocalist, You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To is presented here as a samba. At the indicated tempo, J = 92 BPM,she
band should strive for a nice buoyant, relaxed feel with straight eighth notes throughout. Pay attention to dynamics and keep

backgrounds subordinate to your vocalist. At m. 44, it's the band’s chance to shine as a full-on forte ensemble for eight measures,
leading into a sax soli for eight measures, and then a trumpet solo for eight measures. The chorus finishes with full ensembl
soli. At m. 73, the vocalist returns with a written scat section, supported by the band, which “trades twos” with the drummer. T

and finishes out with a short tag and a few more written scat notes for the vocalist. The demo recording is
band the groove, the samba feel, dynamics, and phrasing, check it out!

The Rhythm Section o
The rhythm section should provide a smooth and solid foundation for the band. Keep steady time an e
guitarist should strive for a soft jazz sound and always blend well with the piano and bass. The guitarist sh

precisely as written at m. 9 and throughout the chart where comping is indicated.

The written piano part supports the voicings of different sections throughout. The left h
bassist is proficient then the piano left hand is optional. At m. 73 the piano part dou

unison with the bass, so if the
t lines. é
The drummer has several short solos set up by percussive horn figures. The drummer sh y in the s | for these solos.
The samba is played in a basic two-feel, and it’s the job of the bass and d y down that fe Q@centing the half note
throughout. The drummer plays the simple, relaxed samba patter nd sh locking do time. The player should
use the written drum part as a guide to where the accents occur a nto f profes o@nd recordings to hear what
is possible to do with a samba. Keep it light and moving.

The Horns
Strive for a solid and balanced sound whether it's with th
and be careful not to overpower the vocalist when playing
especially in unison passages such as the saxes m.
the written articulations play a key role in the o

le oraligh Please observe the indicated dynamics
nd passages.jAlways listen and strive for good intonation,
.39, or the trum and trombones in the intro and ending. Note how
e horns shoul irected to play lighter than usual to avoid laying

The Vocalist
The vocal range is from G
intonation. The scat melo
with the pickup notes in m.
is always a great way to learn a

Pay careful attention to the melodic intervals and strive for good
andhsaxes. At the modulation in m. 105, the vocalist sets up the new key
e are many avaiIab@ rdings of this song by the great jazz singers over the years. Listening

Enjoy!

V —Scott Ragsdale

Scott
Ragsdale

Scott Ragsdale is retired from the U.S. Navy Band
of Washington, D.C, where he served as chief
arranger, composer, and trombonist with the Navy's
premier jazz ensemble, the Commodores. He has
also arranged for numerous bands up and down the
East Coast for more than 30 years. He studied music
at Souther lllinis University and the Berklee School
of Music (MA).
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