
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

The Roaring Twenties
Featuring The Charleston; Ja-Da; My Melancholy Baby; and Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue

Arranged by Carl Strommen

PROGRAM NOTES

This fantastic arrangement, by veteran arranger Carl Strommen, features popular songs of the 1920s. The spirit of 
optimism is exemplified by upbeat tunes like “The Charleston,” “Ja-Da,” and “Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue,” while the 
soulful ballad “My Melancholy Baby” provides a beautiful contrast.

This arrangement was commissioned by the Bronxville Union Free School District, which is located in the village 
of Bronxville, Westchester County, New York. The Bronxville School Foundation funded The Roaring Twenties. The 
foundation partners with the Bronxville School’s administration, educators, students, and parents, enabling them to 
provide a solid framework of innovative program development, equipment, and technology to the school.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Roaring Twenties should be played in a light swing style ( q =150), capturing the exuberant spirit of the era. The 
snare drum solo (sticks on rim) at measure 62 (“Ja-Da”) is written, with a suggestion for the player to improvise “tap” 
dance figures. This could also be played by the drumset player on a mounted woodblock. As an alternative, you can 
also substitute the snare drum or woodblock with a live tap dancer! This would be appropriate for the music of the era 
and a treat for the audience. 

Be sure to observe the gradual ritard and “even eighths” directive moving into the ballad “My Melancholy Baby” at 
measure 84 ( q =76), to be played broadly and expressively. At measure 114, with the intro of “Five Foot Two, Eyes of 
Blue,” the pulse returns to the swing style ( q =150) and leads The Roaring Twenties to its finale at measure 167.

CONCERT BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 3 1st Flute
 3 2nd Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 3 1st Bb Clarinet
 3 2nd Bb Clarinet
 3 3rd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 3 1st Bb Trumpet
 3 2nd Bb Trumpet
 3 3rd Bb Trumpet

 2 1st F Horn
 2 2nd F Horn
 2 1st Trombone
 2 2nd Trombone
 2 3rd Trombone
 2 Euphonium
 2 Baritone T.C.
 4 Tuba
 2 Electric Bass 

(Optional)
 2 Mallet Percussion  

(Xylophone/Vibraphone)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Drumset)
 3 Percussion 2 

(Tambourine/Woodblock/ 
Suspended Cymbal)

 2 Timpani 
(Tune: F, A, Bb)

SUPPLEMENTAL and  
WORLD PARTS

Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/supplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb Contra Alto Clarinet
Bb Contra Bass Clarinet
1st Eb Horn
2nd Eb Horn
1st Bb Trombone B.C.
2nd Bb Trombone B.C.
3rd Bb Trombone B.C.
1st Bb Trombone T.C.
2nd Bb Trombone T.C.
3rd Bb Trombone T.C.
Bb Baritone B.C.
Eb Tuba B.C.
Eb Tuba T.C.
Bb Tuba B.C.
Bb Tuba T.C.

Grade 3½

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase











































4
4

4
4

4
4

Flutes

Oboe

B Clarinets

B Bass Clarinet

E Alto 
Saxophones

B Tenor 
Saxophone

E Baritone 
Saxophone

B Trumpets

F Horns

Trombones

Tuba
(Optional Electric Bass  )

Mallet Percussion
(Xylophone/
Vibraphone)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Drumset)

Percussion 2
(Tambourine/
Woodblock/
Suspended Cymbal)

1

2
3

Bassoon

1

2
3

Euphonium

1
2

1
2

1

2

1

2
3

       
       
   
       
   
          
       
   
       
   
   
      
   
       
   




1

  


















Tune: F, A, B
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