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PROGRAM NOTES

by Irving Berlin and published in 1927. It was originally used as a last-minute addition

s was composedhin
ersand H ical Betsy. The song was an instant success with audiences and several versions have been

artists. Additionally, Blues Skies has been featured in several films, including
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

%0

After the introduction, at measure 5, a beguine dance style, which is like %n
at measure 37, introduces an ostinato melody, which consists of arpegg i This is
often called ‘Guajeo,’ pronounced (Gwa-Heh-Oh) and it is played ofte @angement
other instruments have been also assigned the same harmonic sequen s Guajeo, the
e certain the
ion should be played

two-three clave pattern is used because it begins on the downbeat, emp

claves are properly held to produce a resonant sound. Furthermore, the small cowbelld

muffled. Additionally, students should research the internet f@k tutorials that addresQorrect way of playing above
mentioned instruments.

Series. The chart incorporates a mix of Latin styles. It is easy to learn and teach and pro options of a v
feature and piano part.

nd bass. In t

Before the first full rehearsal, work with the percussi ake certa| everyone knows their part. Those

who are doubling on other instruments should have ed within re r quick access; a tray table works well.
Check for mallets and sticks, drum tuning, and ent. d on‘he‘ of your ensemble, when a drumset is
used, placement of the drums as well as tuni lies.

Note that articulations are extreme this pleQ the syllable ‘Dah’ when a note has a tenuto
mark, so play the note long; ‘Dit’ for st e note h* for marcato to emphasize the note.

Keep in mind that this chart provi
piano; and (3) vocalist with r
full band, always use a microp
have the melody play

c@tlons 1) full band with or without vocalist; (2) vocalist with
tion (drum Nno, guitar and electric bass). When featuring the vocalist with

, you are e ged to experiment with either having the instruments that
ocalist or keeping as is but not overpowering the soloist.

nder t

Also, be sure the Del

Enjoy, and h(

da transi E ooth and don’t overlook the dynamics.




Blue Skies

Words and Music by Irving Berlin
Arranged by Victor Lopez (ASCAP)
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