
W ritten to honor the life and work of beloved educator and conductor, Dr. Stephen L. 
Gage, A Tale So Tall was composed as a tribute to a teacher who did so much for so 
many. Dr. Gage spent his entire life in service to music and his students and provided 

them with every possible opportunity he could, and was a beloved, lifelong friend to many of 
them.

A Tale So Tall tells his story and is a musical portrait of his boundless energy and vigorous nature, as 
well as his love for people, family, and music. In composing this work, contributions to the newly 
established memorial scholarship funds served as the entry fee to the consortium, which will help 
to ensure Steve’s love of music and his students is continued through opportunities for deserving 
students needing assistance in their study of music.

GRADE LEVEL: 3½ (MEDIUM)

A TALE SO TALL
By Anthony O’Toole

Instrumentation
 1 � Conductor Score
 2 � Piccolo
 5 � 1st Flute
 5 � 2nd Flute
 2 � Oboe 
 2 � Bassoon
 4 � 1st B Clarinet
 4 � 2nd B Clarinet
 4 � 3rd B Clarinet
 2 � B Bass Clarinet 
 2 � 1st E  Alto Saxophone
 2 � 2nd E  Alto Saxophone
 2 � B Tenor Saxophone
 2 � E  Baritone Saxophone
 3 � 1st B Trumpet
 3 � 2nd B Trumpet
 3 � 3rd B Trumpet

SUPPLEMENTAL and 
WORLD PARTS 

available for download from  
www.alfred.com/supplemental

E  Alto Clarinet
E  Contra Alto Clarinet
B Contra Bass Clarinet
1st E Horn
2nd E Horn
1st B Trombone T.C.
2nd B Trombone T.C.
3rd B Trombone T.C.
1st B Trombone B.C.
2nd B Trombone B.C.
3rd B Trombone B.C.
B Euphonium B.C.
B Tuba T.C.
B Tuba B.C.
E  Tuba T.C.
E  Tuba B.C.
String Bass

 2 � 1st F Horn
 2 � 2nd F Horn
 2 � 1st Trombone
 2 � 2nd Trombone
 2 � 3rd Trombone
 2 � Euphonium
 2 � Euphonium T.C.
 4 � Tuba

Percussion � 6 players:
 3 � Mallet Percussion  

(Chimes/Bells/Xylophone)

 4 � Percussion 1 
(Triangle/Snare Drum/ 
Suspended Cymbal, 
Bass Drum)

 6 � Percussion 2 
(Triangle/Tambourine/
Suspended Cymbal, 
Crash Cymbals/ 
Suspended Cymbal/Tam-Tam)

 2 � Timpani

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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