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Soothsayer
By Eric Rath

INSTRUMENTATION

 10 Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 6 1st Bb Clarinet
 6 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 4 1st Bb Trumpet
 4 2nd Bb Trumpet
 2 F Horn

 3 1st Trombone
 3 2nd Trombone
 2 Euphonium
 2 Euphonium T.C.
 4 Tuba
Percussion—7 Players:
 2 Mallet Percussion 1 

(Bells/Marimba)
 2 Mallet Percussion 2 

(Vibraphone/Suspended Cymbal)
 4 Percussion 1 

(Mark Tree/Snare Drum/Concert Toms 
[2], Bass Drum)

 4 Percussion 2 
(China Cymbal/Suspended Cymbal/
Splash Cymbal/Hi-Hat Cymbals)

 2 Percussion 3 
(Tam-Tam/Tambourine)

 2 Timpani 
(Claves)

SUPPLEMENTAL and 
WORLD PARTS

available for download from 
www.alfred.com/supplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb Contra Alto Clarinet 
Bb Contra Bass Clarinet 
Eb  Horn
1st Bb Trombone T.C.
2nd Bb Trombone T.C.
1st Bb Trombone B.C.
2nd Bb Trombone B.C.
Bb Euphonium B.C.
Bb Tuba T.C.
Bb Tuba B.C.
Eb Tuba T.C.
Eb Tuba B.C.
String Bass

PROGRAM NOTES
Evoking ancient mysticism through a synthetic, exotic-sounding scale, this composition is an intense experience for 
young bands. Students will navigate a variety of syncopated rhythms with vibrant articulation and style shifts from 
raucous to lyrical. The percussion section will have a heyday with this one!

GRADE LEVEL: 3 (MEDIUM)

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
To bring this piece to life, it is recommended that the conductor take time to explain to their students 
what an octatonic scale is. In Soothsayer, the scale that is used (G, Ab, Bb, B, C#, D, E, F) consists of eight 
alternating half and whole steps. The uniqueness of the scale allows for some interesting harmonies: 
both the same major and minor chords can co-exist (G major and G minor, as well as Bb, Db, and E 
majors and minors), while frequent diminished chords feature an abundance of tritones. 

Articulation, style, and rhythm are also extremely important in this composition. While the parts have 
not been over-notated, the general style is marcato with a clear front of the note and slight space 
between most notes. This is especially helpful in making sure the syncopated figures are clear to 
the audience. This changes drastically in the middle of the piece when long phrases demand more 
connection and lyrical playing.

Finally, the centerpiece of Soothsayer is the percussion section. Pay close attention to the marked 
techniques, instrument requirements, and mallet designations to help reach a clear performance. For 
the snare drum part, the player will need both standard snare drum sticks as well as “bundle sticks.” 
The player on bass drum will want to not only use very hard mallets on the rhythmic and articulate 
sections but also consider having the batter head dampened by a towel (binder clips or hardware 
store clamps can assist in holding it in place). The bass drum should have a punch similar to a drumset 
kick drum. The percussion 2 part requires a bow in addition to snare sticks and standard yarn mallets. 
The player may find that using a “swizzle” multi-stick (one side is a stick and the butt end is a timpani 
mallet head) is useful to navigate quick changes. As is common with many pieces like this one, the 
percussion can easily become overbearing. To avoid this, have students be careful not to overplay or 
let instruments like timpani, bass drum, and cymbals ring too loudly or for too long. Students should 
consider their contribution more about the color of the instruments and less about the volume.
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Mark Tree ad lib.


Tam-Tam


scrape (w/triangle beater)

Frenetic  = 156+

Frenetic  = 156+

Vibraphone (w/medium cord mallets)
(motor off)

Tune: G, B, D, F

ped. ad lib.



















    
      





2
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Marimba (w/medium yarn mallets)
play an octave lower than written, throughout
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