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Joy Dance
By Scott Watson

INSTRUMENTATION

 10 Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 6 1st Bb Clarinet
 6 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 4 1st Bb Trumpet
 4 2nd Bb Trumpet
 2 F Horn

 3 1st Trombone
 3 2nd Trombone
 2 Euphonium
 2 Euphonium T.C.
 4 Tuba
Percussion—7 Players:
 2 Mallet Percussion 1 

(Chimes/Bells)
 3 Mallet Percussion 2 

(Marimba/Vibraphone/Chimes)
 5 Percussion 1 

(Mark Tree/Snare Drum/Cabasa 
[opt. Shaker], Bass Drum/Shaker)

 7 Percussion 2 
(Suspended Cymbal/Tambourine/
Triangle/Crash Cymbals, Hi-Hat 
Cymbals/Woodblock/Tam-Tam)

 2 Timpani

SUPPLEMENTAL and 
WORLD PARTS

available for download from 
www.alfred.com/supplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb Contra Alto Clarinet 
Bb Contra Bass Clarinet 
Eb  Horn
1st Bb Trombone T.C.
2nd Bb Trombone T.C.
1st Bb Trombone B.C.
2nd Bb Trombone B.C.
Bb Euphonium B.C.
Bb Tuba T.C.
Bb Tuba B.C.
Eb Tuba T.C.
Eb Tuba B.C.
String Bass

PROGRAM NOTES
Joy Dance, by Scott Watson, musically conveys an unrestrained expression of happiness and exhilaration. Inspired by 
David’s ecstatic dance of praise in 2 Samuel 6:14 (“And David danced before the Lord with all his might…”), the piece 
combines artifacts of popular and contemporary music, including bold syncopations, a driving 

5
/4 meter groove, and 

use of contemporary and gospel harmonies. A large percussion section (7 players, including two mallet parts and 
timpani) adds essential color and energy. Whether it’s worship, thankfulness, celebration, or blissful abandon, this 
composition reflects the radiant rejoicing of those who revel in all life’s goodness!

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
After a brief introduction, Joy Dance launches into a spritely 

5
/4 meter. The repetitive and compelling character of the 5

/4 groove—always felt as 3 + 2—makes it immediately accessible, even for intermediate players. There are several 
transitory passages in 

4
/4 as well, some of which the director may want to conduct in two (alla breve—marked as such, 

but only as suggestions).

GRADE LEVEL: 3 (MEDIUM)
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