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Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download 
the free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.
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Three beautiful tunes in an easy medley! Songs of Mexico is a set of three traditional Mexican folk songs for beginning 
string orchestra. The entire piece can be played on the D and A strings for violins, violas, and cellos, while basses play 
on the D and G strings. “A la Rorro Niño” (to the boy/special/darling child) is a slumber song for infants. “Un Elefante 
Se Balanceaba” (one elephant was balancing) is about an elephant balancing on a spider web with more elephants 
joining as the song progresses; for example, the second verse would be two elephants, the third verse would be 
three elephants, and so on. “Luz de la Mañana” (morning light) is a children’s song about morning.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
These three beautiful folk songs should be played with energy and pulsed quarters, especially at the beginning of 
bars. The tempo can be taken slightly slower if needed or faster if the students are capable of playing with more 
speed. The first and last song are best played in the center third of the bow, making them perfect grade 1 pieces, 
particularly since all notes are on two strings for all players.

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Full Score
 8 Violin I
 8 Violin II
 5 Viola
 5 Cello
 5 String Bass
 1 Piano Accompaniment 

(Optional)

Educational Packs
 1 Violin
 1 Viola
 1 Cello
 1 String Bass

Songs of Mexico
Featuring A la Rorro Niño, Un Elefante Se Balanceaba, and Luz de la Mañana

Traditional Mexican Folk Songs 
Arranged by Bob Phillips

GRADE LEVEL: 1 
(Correlates with Sound Innovations for String Orchestra, Book 1, Level 4)
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