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WINTER AIRE

(Gloomy Winter’'s Noo Awa’)

TRADITIONAL SCOTTISH

Arranged by MORGAN DENNEY
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THE ARRANGER

Morgan Denney is a composer and arranger who writes art music for many
contexts including concert settings, theater, education, film, and dance.

She enjoys experimenting with musical textures, psychology, and humor,
and is “skilled at conveying raw energy in soundscape and composition form
with beautiful lyricism” (The Musical Times, 2019). Her music can be
JW Pepper’s Editors’ Choice List and the Texas UIL Prescribed Music

ABOUT THE MUSIC

This is an arrangement of a melody which can be found in collecti nal reel has been
described as “a very old Highland tune.” At least two composersin t eenth c@clamed to have
written Lord Balgownie's Favourite, which was a popular strathspey (a Scottish ancé that is slower than
a jig and usually contains dotted rhythms in 4/4). There several alternative t for the tune as well as
varied interpretations of its exact melody, includin rsions with raised 7th'scale degrees and some
without.

Around 1808, Scottish poet Robert Tannahill w melody “Gloomy winter’'s noo

awa’ are the first words and they beca most nown ti he song having been recorded
by many folk music ensembles and ref, n film scores. f Is lyrics describe nature during and
after the winter season, and earnm ime with a | ne as winter shows signs of transition
into spring. 0

For string players, this arran be a good opp@ to practice connected bow strokes and

introduce some dotted rhy . e several@:ents where the melody is smoothly passed
between sections whi ompanying Id strive for blended, rich chordal textures.

Due to the slower te ive dyna%rucial Additionally, a few instances of the raised 7th
scale degree ca t modes an e different types of minor scales.

With Winter Aire, eAsembles can focu@gato bowing and darker timbres while performing this
passionate, e i point during the winter.

—Morgan Denney
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(Gloomy Winter's Noo Awa')

WINTER AIRE
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