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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 N illi

Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense @s well

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting ap&rances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic C@e ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associati ti Conference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. CurrenQ is Director of

MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred MakeMusic.

 /
Mind Games is a musical exploration nsion, and exx harmony. The idea of “harmonic
illusions” occurs often, when lowly drift out ntext before coming back again. The music

has an eerie feel throughout, a is the sQun ck to an illusionist performing to a slightly
i @to look away.

uncomfortable, yet incredibl
ct@u low 1fingerings (upper strings), backwards
e

shifting (b y case, students approach the low 1fingering from
“regular 1" simply slidin o the note k again. Students are never asked to slide back up to
the note; that willjjust require a‘quick movement of finger 1. This serves as an excellent way to encourage
students to ke axed left hand ar@pple wrist, both of which often get “locked in D position” at an
early age.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

| wrote this work to serve a
extensions (cello), an

strings, m @9 indicates U.H. (upper half) of the bow, which is closer to the tip.
ugh bo r rest of the measure, especially if they are closer to the lower half in the
ter notes. If students are not able to “work their way up” to the upper half of the
u&@ helpful.

—Brian Balmages



DURATION: 2:15
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