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THE COMPOSER

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. A seasoned music
educator, he is highly active as a composer, clinician, and conductor
throughout North America. His compositional style for young ensembles
displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly established him as
a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written over 300 title
concert band, string orchestra, and small ensemble. His music is per

have been analyzed in educational text and are staples
repertoire.

William is a 1985 graduate of Chicago’s VanderCook

American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas
(TMEA), the Association of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB), and Phi

te
Fraternity. He is recognized as a Distinguished Alumnus by his al > t of the@
Bandmasters Association’s Meritorious Achievement Award. Q
In 2014, William formally retired from duty as band director in Te ars of ser\& spare time
interests include traveling, United States history, and being a proud tte‘@wner/enthusiast.
William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife and best friend, Georgia. Q

The legacy of Yankton Sioux Chief Palaneapap e Ree) c tErough his tireless efforts to
foster peace between his fellow natives Struc ee became notable during the
Dakota War of 1862, fought in southwe ota, when he ed his warriors to defend peaceful

ABOUT THE MUSIC

white settlers against aggressien from Dakota tri Desplte these noble gestures, he and
his people would be ordered to lgave nd eventually settle in South Dakota. Later in his life,
the great chief would be recogn or hi eavors mote peace by U.S. Presidents Ulysses Grant
and James Garfield. Chief Ree died @ e 84.
Struck By The Ree is a i ale of an ho le ive American chief forced to engage in mortal
conflict in order to a enda for ong two peoples. The work begins quite aggressively
as war has desc dont ion; thunderous percussion and strong melodic statements at the
forefront. The n soon becom ntle and serene, as a resolution seems to be at hand. But alas,
tensions resu music once in becomes combative and drives to a bold finish.

—William Owens
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