
Early Elementary/Elementary

Welcome to Starbound, a collection of original piano pieces inspired by the wonder of outer 
space. Together, the pieces follow a story arc: the spark of a space mission, the thrill of  
blastoff, the beauty and mystery of traveling among the stars, and finally, the celebration of 
returning home. Each piece brings a vivid space-themed scene to life, encouraging expressive 
playing and thoughtful listening. Along the way, the included space facts give students  
something real to wonder about as they explore the music. I hope young pianists and their 
teachers alike will enjoy traveling through the stars together!  

Table of Contents:
1.	 Space Mission (Elementary)................................................................................................................. 2 
2.	 Blast Off! (Elementary)..........................................................................................................................  4 
3.	 Starbound (Early Elementary)............................................................................................................  6 
4.	 Moonrise from Space (Early Elementary)........................................................................................  9 
5.	 Zero Gravity Indicator (Elementary)................................................................................................  12 
6.	 Far Side of the Moon (Early Elementary)........................................................................................  14 
7.	 Moon Joy (Early Elementary)..............................................................................................................  18 
8.	 Within the Milky Way (Early Elementary)........................................................................................  21 
9.	 Supermassive Black Hole (Elementary).........................................................................................  24 
10.	Earthshine (Early Elementary) .......................................................................................................... 26 
11.	 Splashdown Celebration (Elementary) ........................................................................................  29

© 2026 by Alfred Music
All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA.

No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, publicly performed, stored in a retrieval system, 
 or transmitted by any means without written permission from the publisher. In order to comply with copyright laws, 

please apply for such written permission and/or license by contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 1-4706-8871-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-4706-8871-4

1 1 Original Piano Pieces Inspired by Outer Space
Joy Morin
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Space Mission
Joy Morin

Every spaceflight has a mission with experiments to run, systems to test, and problems to solve. Whether the destination is  
Earth orbit, the Moon, or beyond, this work helps prepare the way for future exploration.
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SPACE MISSION
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Blast Off!
Joy Morin

To reach orbit, a rocket must travel about 17,500 miles per hour (roughly 25 times faster than a commercial airplane),  
burning through most of its fuel in the first few minutes.
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BLAST OFF!
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

Starbound
Joy Morin 


13    

  
  
   


   


  



17 

   
 


   


  



21    

  
  
   


   


  

         
With quiet anticipation ( = 108–126)

RH

LH

3         
simile

               
5               

                   
9                                   

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

 13                                    
 17        

2


                         

 21                                    As the spacecraft climbs away from Earth, the crew is pressed back into their seats by the force of launch. Ahead lies the  
darkness of space—vast, silent, and filled with distant stars.
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With quiet anticipation ( = 108–126)Both hands
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

25    

  
Both hands one octave higher to end

2

3

  
   

   
  

  




29    

  
  
   


   


  



33 

   
Slower 

 



optional pedal




 25         
                          

 29                                  
 33     

Slower       

      
RH

LH

With wonder and brightness ( = 120–144)                6         
simile

    
        

11                           

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)
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

25    

  
Both hands one octave higher to end

2

3

  
   

   
  

  




29    

  
  
   


   


  



33 

   
Slower 

 



optional pedal












With wonder and brightness ( = 120–144)

3




2 





3  




6

  
  
1

2 4


 







3




2




11 





3  


  
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1

2 4







Moonrise from Space

Joy Morin

      
RH

LH

With wonder and brightness ( = 120–144)                6         
simile

    
        

11                           

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

As a spacecraft travels high above Earth, the crew may glimpse the Moon rising above the planet’s curved horizon. In fact,  
if the flight plan includes several orbits around Earth, they may experience more than one moonrise!

9

MOONRISE  FROM SPACE
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Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

Once a spacecraft is moving fast enough to orbit Earth, the engines go quiet and everything inside becomes weightless.  
A zero gravity indicator—often a small plush toy—floats freely, confirming the crew is experiencing microgravity.
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ZERO GRAVITY  INDICATOR
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





  
  

Distant and mysterious (  = 60–80)
2

2

optional pedal

  
  

  
  

  
     

  






6

  
  

  
  







2 







11 


 








   

Far Side of the Moon

Joy Morin

     
Distant and mysterious (  = 60–80)

RH

LH

5
1 2

with pedal

     
5

2 3      
5

1 2

6        
    

  
11                

  

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

 17   
               

 23         
           

 30       1
2   

4   
     

  Because of the way the Moon rotates as it orbits Earth, the same face of the Moon is always turned toward us. When astronauts 
travel around the far side of the moon, they lose radio contact with Earth as they pass above a landscape cratered by countless 
meteor impacts.
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FAR S IDE  OF  THE  MOON
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




17




2  





 


  


  
 






23

   



1

  


3 



 


  






30

  


   




     




  
Both hands

1

  


 17   
               

 23         
           

 30       1
2   

4   
     

  
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



37 
  

Both hands

1

   


3 
 











1
loco 








45

  
  
2

2

optional pedal

  
  

  
  

  
     

  
  
  

  
  






52 





2 





 








 37   
     

5 2
1

  1
2   

5

21   


3
1

2   


  
2

1 2

 45   
5

1 2      
5

2 3      
5

1 2      
 52     

               
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




59

   


  
1

  


3 
  
1

Both hands

  


3





65 
  
1

Both hands

  


3 
 poco rit.


   

  
2

2

optional pedal

a tempo

  
  





71   
  

  
     

  
  
  

  
  rit.







 59   
     

     
  

 65    5 3
1

  1
2   

5 2

1

poco rit.   1
2 4   

5
1 2

a tempo   
 71   

5
2 3      

5
1 2      rit.

 


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




   
  

Brightly ( = 116–138)
3

3




   
  

3

3

Optional: 
Both hands

like an echo from a distance






5

   
4  

 
2

   


Optional: 
Both hands

 
 




9

   
    

   
  
3

3

 

Moon Joy
Joy Morin

     
RH

LH

Brightly ( = 116–138)

with pedal

       
   

5


     9           
   

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

Astronauts often describe a powerful emotional response of awe and excitement to seeing Earth, the Moon, and space from a 
vast new perspective. During the 2026 Artemis II mission, NASA gave that feeling a new name: “moon joy.”
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MOON JOY
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

13

   


4    
  

2









17     

Slightly faster

2

  


   


 




21     

   


   


  
  poco rit.

     
RH

LH

Brightly ( = 116–138)

with pedal

       
   

5


     9           
   

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

13 
           

17  
Slightly faster
5
3
1

1
5

   
 

21      
 poco rit.
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


25

   
  
Tempo primo




   
  
3

3

Optional: 
Both hands






29

   


4    
  

2










 33

   
  
Slower

   
  
3

3

Both hands

   
   rit.

3

3

Both hands







25    
Tempo primo        

   
29 

           
33   

Slower    
  

rit.

  

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




   


Expansive and shimmering ( = 112–132)
2

1

       


   



5

   
  

  
   
  

    


9

   

2

1

       


   

Within the Milky Way

Joy Morin

     
Expansive and shimmering ( = 112–132)

RH

LH

with pedal

            5       
          9               

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays one octave higher than written)

Our solar system is part of the Milky Way, a galaxy with hundreds of billions of stars. Far beyond Earth’s haze and city lights, 
astronauts aboard a spacecraft can capture a clear and striking view of our galaxy from within it.

21

WITHIN THE  MILKY WAY
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

13

   
  

  
  
  
3

2

optional pedal






17

   


Slightly faster
2    

  
1

1

     
1

1

  
 
2




21

   


Both hands
2    

  
1

     
    rit.

13              
17      

Slightly faster               
21    

    delicately

   
       

      
  
rit.
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 

Tempo primo
2

1

 


 





 




30

   
  

 
 




 








35

   

Both hands
2

1




   
  

1

3  
 

  
  
optional pedal

rit.






25    
Tempo primo                   

30                   


    
35   

         
         

rit.




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





      

With a bold, magnetic groove ( = 108–120)

1 2

   
    

2       
    
3 

       






5 
      

   
           

    
       

smoothersuddenly

   






9

  
 

  
   




       
   






13

  
 

   
  

  
   

   

Supermassive Black Hole
Joy Morin

Some places in space remain far beyond human reach. At the center of our own galaxy, the Milky Way, is Sagittarius A*  
(pronounced “Sagittarius A-star”), a supermassive black hole scientists first imaged in 2022. Its gravity is so powerful that  
not even light can escape, and near it, time itself passes more slowly.
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SUPERMASSIVE  BLACK HOLE
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      
1

   
    

2       
    


       






21 
      

   
           

    


       






 25 
      
1

      
3 

      
1

      
3 

      
1

       






30 
   short pause

      
    
3 

    


  
RH over

2


   


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







Calm and luminous ( = 60–72)
2

Both hands one octave higher throughout
 
3

  
like an echo


 



5




 


5 


 




9


 

 
  

 
 

Earthshine

Joy Morin

       
Calm and luminous ( = 60–72)

RH

LH

with pedal

                 
5     

    
                

9                     
      

Optional Duet Accompaniment (Student plays two octaves higher than written)

Just as the Moon shines by reflecting sunlight, Earth reflects sunlight too. From space, that reflected glow can illuminate nearby 
objects—even an astronaut’s face inside the spacecraft as they look toward home.
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EARTHSHINE
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

17 

     


1 
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
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

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 





 






 
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17                                        
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Splashdown Celebration
Joy Morin

On the return to Earth, a spacecraft slows from nearly 35 times the speed of sound to about 20 miles per hour, thanks to a series
of parachutes. After the heat, speed, and risk of re-entry, the capsule splashes down safely in the ocean. Recovery teams race 
toward it, and celebration begins.
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