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Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone (Optional)
4th Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums

The Art of Chicken
By Kris Berg

C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)

Optional/Alternate Parts
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Art of Chicken takes a deep, serious dive into the soulful experience of poultry-based funk with a laid-back groove 
combined with some clever melody. 

At the top of the chart, the drum groove should be funky, laid-back, and not too loud. Bass, keys, and guitar pick up that 
same energy when they enter in m. 5. The muted guitar line is “chicken pickin’” and should be softer than everyone else yet 
right in time with the groove. At mm. 9–10 and 15–16, the effect is best if the rhythm section makes a clean break with no 
sound going into those measures. The brass should play their opening section figure with a “bell tone” effect, emphasizing 
the moving notes, and then back off a little dynamically when they sustain. Measures 20–24 are a bit louder but then come 
back down again at m. 25.

The ensemble brings the dynamic level up a bit again at m. 37 then maintains that volume as the band moves into the solo 
section at m. 41. Regarding backgrounds behind solos: some are played both times, some are played second time only. After 
the repeat at m. 48, move on to mm. 49–52, then go back to m. 41, and do it all again for the next soloist. If desired, options 
abound to add more soloists. For example, open mm. 41–48 for more than sixteen measures, and then delay backgrounds 
by 8 or 16 measures. In other words, the solo section can be flexible and should easily fit the needs of your band.

Measure 53 brings down the energy and dynamics a bit, and then the chart begins to build as it heads into the shout chorus 
at m. 61. This section is dynamically the loudest part of the chart, and to me, big sounds are important. Saxes should really 
fill up the horns in mm. 65–68. Really hit the last 2 beats of m. 72 hard, then drop the volume and intensity down to match 
the beginning of the chart.  

Measure 77 is like m. 29 until you get to m. 88. It’s important that the band cut off together in m. 89—I suggest off on 3, 
then the last measure is big!!

I think this is a super fun chart. Please enjoy it and always love that you are making great music together!

Hope you enjoy The Art of Chicken! If you have any further questions, please contact me at www.krisbergjazz.com.

� —Kris Berg

Kris  
Berg
Kris Berg is director of jazz studies at Collin County 
Community College, TX. He received his master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees in jazz studies from the University 
of North Texas. Under his direction, the Collin jazz 
ensembles have appeared in Nassau, Bahamas, and 
festivals throughout the U.S. Mr. Berg is the founder/
director of the Collin Jazz Fest and the Texas All-Star 
Jazz Camp. Mr. Berg’s charts have been performed 
and recorded all over the world, and he is currently 
active as an artist/clinician for Yamaha Corporation 
of America.
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Piano

C Flute
(Optional)

2nd E Alto Saxophone

1st B Tenor Saxophone

2nd B Tenor Saxophone

E Baritone Saxophone
(Optional)

1st B Trumpet

2nd B Trumpet

3rd B Trumpet

4th B Trumpet
(Optional)

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone

3rd Trombone
(Optional)

4th Trombone
(Optional)

Guitar
(Optional)

Bass

Drums

1st E Alto Saxophone
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            

Funky rock groove  = 105–120

H.H.

B.D.

Cr. Cym.
S.D.
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            
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             


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












       
     
     
      

5




muted “chicken picken’ ”


As is


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




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







       

    
     
      
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       
     
     
      

7





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











       

     
     
      

8

  

By Kris BergCONDUCTOR
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THE ART OF CHICKEN
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Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

 
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

 
    
  

 


    
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      
      

    
    
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   






   
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   
   
   
   


    

     
     
      
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FSolo fill
as is or improvised
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    

     
      
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       

     
     
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     
     
      
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  
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      
      

    
    


      






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 
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   
   




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






 

 



 
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   
       
   
   




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



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 

 
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 

Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

   






   
   
   
   
   
   
   


    

     
     
      

17

            

F


























       

    
     
      

18

             
















       

     
     
      

19

            












   
   
   
  
     

   
  
     

20

         








Toms




     
     
     
     
    



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       
       
       

    
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
       

   
  
     
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         












Fl. Tom




     
     
     
     
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



    
    

    

37

         

A B A G









      

       
     

      
   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


   
   
   
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          

G F


    
    
    
    
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



        
    

39

         

C D B C

     
    
    
    

    
    

     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
     

    
    
    
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       




 

 
   
       
   
   
























  

  
  
  
     












   

      

 
 



 










 
 

 
  

   
   
   
      









 

   
   
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
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


















 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1


           


       





      



      




       
      


      
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           

G

C

C

B

B

B

B

opt. Solo

Solo 2nd time only

Solo 1st time only


opt. Solo


comp or play as is

R. Cym.

41






       
         


       




       
       
       
      
      

       
      


       

    
      
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             

Play 2nd time only



Play 2nd time only (opt.)



 Bkgrds. 

Play 2nd time only


 Bkgrds. 

Play 2nd time only


 Bkgrds. 

Play 2nd time only


 Bkgrds. 

Play 2nd time only


 Bkgrds. 

 Bkgrds. 


             


   





      



      




       
      


      
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            

       
          


       




       
      
       
      
      
       
      


       

    
      
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             











    
   
    
      

    


    
       
    
    

      

    
    


       
      


      

45



D

G

G

F

F

F

F


Play both times


Play both times


Play both times


Play both times


Play both times


Play both times


Play both times

 Bkgrds. 


Play both times Bkgrds. 

    
    
    
     
    


    
      
    
    

      
    
    


       

    
      
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      
   
      
       
      


      
      
      
      
     
      
      


       
     


      
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

  
    

  
   
  


   

       
  
  
     
  
  


       

    
      
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

 



 

 




  

 


 




  



    



 

  


   

 



  



  




   






 








 

  

   


 



 

 

 

  
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


















 





 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


























Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

    
       
    

     
    

     
    
       
    
    
          

     
     
    
    
     
     
      

49

         

B C

E F

E F

D E

D E

D E








Play













 Bkgrds. 

 Bkgrds. 

    
      
    
      
    

   
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
   
   
    

50

           

    
            
    
        
    

     
    
       
    
    
          
     
     
    
    
     
     
      
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         

B
A

E D

E D

D C

D C

D C

  
         

    
     

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
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        

end Solo

For additional solos repeat to m. 41

end Solo

end Solo

end Solo

















       
 
       
       
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            

E








53 















       
         
       

54

              

F


 
 
 
 
    











       
 
       
       
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

E








  


  
 

  
 

  
 

    

  
  
  
  
 

  
 

  

 
  

 
 

 
 
 


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 

  
  
  

     


  
  
  
  
 

  
 

    



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 


   

 

 
 
   




 



 

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


















 





 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1


    
    
    
    
      










       
  
       
       
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             

F

     
 
 
 
 
    
     
     
     
     
      
      
      

      
       
 
       
       
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          

E


















R. Cym.

    
    
    
    
    
      
    
    
    
    
  
  
  
  
       
  
       
       
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       

F


















     
 
 
 
 
    
     
     
     
     
      
      
      

      
       
 
       
       

59

          

E

    
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
   
   
    
   
    
    

60

            

F

      
      
       
    
    
     
      
      
      
      
    
     
    
    
      

     
     
     

61

         


As is

crown

61    
   
   
   
    
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

 
    
     

62

         

  
  
  
  

 

 

 
 
   

 




 
 
 
 
 

   
   
   

  




 





  

  
  
  
  

  
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 

  




  
  

  

 




 
 
 
 
 

   
   
   

  




 


  

  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 

  
 

  
  

    

  
  
  
 
 
 
  


 


 
   
 
 
 
  

  

 

 
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


















 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

      
      
      
    
    
     
      
      
      
      
    
    
    
    
      

  
   
     

63

         

   
  
  
  
  
  

   


  


  
   

  
  
  
  

   
  
  
    

64

      


     
     
     
     
     











 
 

      

65

         

F


      
      
      
      
      











   
   
      

66

         


      
      
      
       
      
   
   
   
   
     
     
     




 
 

      

67












     
    
    
    
    
   
       
       

       
       
      
      
      




   
   
         

68


      
      
      
    
    
     
      
      
      
      
    
    
    
    
      

    
     
     

69

         











As is

  
 
  
 
 
   


 
 

   
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   
   
   
   








 

  
  
  
  
  

 


 

  
  
  
 
 
   


 


 
   
 
 
 
  

  

 
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

















 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

   
   
   
   
    
  
   
   
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