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Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone (Optional)
4th Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums
Auxiliary Percussion (Congas)

Mambo Over 
the Mountain

By Rick Hirsch

C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)

Optional/Alternate Parts
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Thank you for choosing to perform Mambo Over the Mountain with your band. This arrangement is true to the original 
version recorded by Rick Hirsch’s Big Ol’ Band (Pocono Git-Down). Encourage your students to find and listen to the original.

I originally wrote Mambo Over… for the jazz band at Huntingdon Area High School, which is a 45-minute drive over the 
mountain from where I live in central Pennsylvania.

Rehearsal and performance tips

1.	� The clapping figures at the very beginning are the rhythm of the melody. Get these rhythms down, and much of 
the rest should take care of itself.

2.	� Please open the solo section as needed. If you do so, consider not using the backgrounds every time. Furthermore, 
your drummer can support some soloists with the ride cymbal and other soloists with “dry” time on the rims, shells, 
or closed hi-hat.

3.	� The solo section only uses the i, iv, and V chords, and a D minor scale works great all the way through. The D minor 
pentatonic scale works well, too.

4.	� Soloists can play the written solos or create their own.

5.	� Try doing some “call and response” in your rehearsal on the first few notes of the D minor scale. Use simple two-
measure phrases. You can even have students lead the calls.

6.	� If your drummer plays a different groove than is notated, make sure that the bass drum rhythm syncs with the bass 
player’s rhythm.

7.	� The notated conga groove is a classic tumbao pattern. Encourage your conguero to practice the heel-toe-slap 
pattern very slowly. Likewise, point them to instructional material online.

8.	 The brass glissando leading into m. 106 should be quick.

9.	 As always, everyone should strive for clear articulations and well-contoured phrasing.

I hope you and your band enjoy the music.

� —Rick Hirsch

Rick  
Hirsch
Rick Hirsch (BA Music University of Massachusetts-
Amherst; MM Northern Illinois University) somehow 
juggles his work as an independent composer, 
arranger, saxophonist, and educator. He has written 
music for Eddie Henderson, the Osland Saxophone 
Quartet, Chris Vadala, the University of Northern 
Iowa Jazz Band, and the Penn State Blue Band, to 
name a few. Hirsch has performed with Tito Puente, 
Max Roach, the Four Tops, both Dorsey Orchestras, 
and on NPR’s Whaddya Know? A lifelong educator, 
Hirsch has directed scholastic jazz ensembles in 
Delaware, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania.
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Piano

C Flute
(Optional)

2nd E Alto Saxophone

1st B Tenor Saxophone

2nd B Tenor Saxophone

E Baritone Saxophone
(Optional)

1st B Trumpet

2nd B Trumpet

Auxiliary Percussion
(Congas)

3rd B Trumpet

4th B Trumpet
(Optional)

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone

3rd Trombone
(Optional)

4th Trombone
(Optional)

Guitar
(Optional)
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Drums
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Play

Play

Play

Play

(Shells or Rims)


(w/Tpt.)Play

Clap













    
    




   
   
    

    

   
   
   
   


   
   

12

   

      
      
      




      
      
   
   


   
   
   
   


   
   

13

   




    
    




   
   
    
    
   
   
   
   


   
   

14

   

      
      
      
  
  


      
      
   
   
  
  
   
   
   
   


   
   

15

   

     

     
     
     
     


     
     
   
   
     
     
   
   
   
   


   
   

16

   

  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  






















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





































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

    
    
    




    
    
   
   



   
   
   
   


   
   

17

   

 
 
 
    
    
    

 
 
   
   
    
    
   
   
   
   


   
   

18

   


Play

      

      
      
  
  
  
      
      




  
  




   
   


   
   

19

   

19     
    
    

  
  
  
    
    




  
  




   
   


   
   

20

   

      
       
       
      
      
      
       
       




      
      




   
   


   
   

21

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
   
   


   
   

22

   







Play

Play

Play

Play








      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
  
  


  
  

23

  















     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     







24


























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






































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

     
     
     
     
     
     














     

25

       


Slap
Play

Toe



    
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   






    

26

      















Slap



Toe Toe

      

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     






       

27

        
















Slap

     

    
    
     
     
    














    
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

Lead-In


Softer


Softer


Softer


Softer


Softer


Softer

Play

(w/Saxes)

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

Tom

      
      
      
      
      
      










   
      
         
        

29

       

G

G

29

H.H. closed






S.D. (cross-stick)

Open toneHeel Toe ToeSlap

Comp


Play

ToeHeel

Time

Time



Play

   
   
   
   
   
   






 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 

      
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






      
      
      
      
      
      






  
  
  
  
   
      
      
   



31



D

D

 
 
 
  
  
 






 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
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








 





  
  
  
  
  
  










  


 
 

  
  
  
  
  
 


  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 



 

  
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





































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

      
      
      
      
      
      






  
  
  
  
   
      
      
   
        

33

       

A

A

     

     
     
     
     
     






 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
      

34



   
   
   
   
   
   










   
       
       
   



35



D

D

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 


 

36



D












unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli








      
      
      
      




   
      
      
   
   

37

   

G

G C

37

Sim. Time








    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
   

38

   

C








       
       
       
       
  
  
  
  
   
      
      
   
   

39

   

F

F D








 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     
 
   

40

   

D













  
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






































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

Fill

Fill

Fill if no congas








      
      
      
      
     
     
     
     
      
     
     
     
      

41

      

B A

As Is




















     

42



      
      
      
      
      
      






     
     
     
     
      
     
     
     
      

43

      

B A




















     

44

      

      
      
      
     
     
     
      
      
      
      
     
     
     
     
      
     
     
     
      
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F F E



























     

     
     
     
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 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




 


 
 
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






































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

Fill

Fill if no congas

      
      
      
      
      
      






     
     
     
     
      
     
     
     
      

63

      

B A




















     

64

      

      
      
      
     
     
     
      
      
      
      
     
     
     


    
      
     
          
      

65

      

F F E

































     

     
     
     
     
  
     
     
     
     
  
  
  
  
     

  
  
  
     

66

     




























      


     
     
     
     














    
 

67

     


    


    
    
    
    
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    
   
   


   
   
    

68

    


























      


     
     
     
      
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
  

  
     
      
     

69

     









































      

70
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~~~~~~

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 




 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 




 
 

 
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
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
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
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

  

  
  
  
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
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


  
  
  
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

  
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































































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

 
  


   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   


   
   
   
   
      
         
      

71

   

E

G

G

G

G

71

1st time only: Solo ad lib. or as is
















2nd time only: Solo ad lib. or as is

R. Cym.







Ens.




Time

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only

Play 1st time only


      








       



 
     
     
 
   

72

   

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall


       


      
      
      






   
      
      
      
   
      
      
   

   

73

   

B

D

D
D

D


unis.


unis.


unis.


unis.


unis.


unis.

(Bkgrds. both times)

(Bkgrds. both times)

(Bkgrds. both times)

(Bkgrds. both times)

(Bkgrds. both times)

(Bkgrds. both times)


   











   



 
     
     
 
   

74

   


    
   
   
   
   






    




   
      
      
   
   

75

   

F

A

A

A

A


(Bkgrds. both times)


     

3 3









      




 
     
     
 
   

76

   


    
  
  
  
  






   




   
       
       
   
   
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   

B

D

D

D

D


  
 
 
 
 






      




 


 
   
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   

B

D
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

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
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 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
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 

  
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
































































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1


       
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   





   
      
      
   
   
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   

E

G

G
G

G C











Play both times

Play both times

Play both times

Play both times




     








   





 
     
     
 
   
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   

A

C

C
C


      


      
      
      






   
      
      
      
   
      
      
   
   
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   

B

D

D
D

D

unis.

unis.

unis.

unis.

unis.

unis.






  











  



 
     
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 
   
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   
Ens.

      
    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      


      
      
      
   
        
   
         
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   

G

B

B
B

B A

















(Bkgrds. both times)

      
       
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     

     
 
     
     
 
        
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   

F
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A


















1.      

 
      
      
      
      
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      
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Pno.

Flute
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Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3
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Gtr.

Bass
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Alto 1

2.     
     
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     
     
     
   
    
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    
    
    
    
    
    
    
  
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











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
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

     

     

     
     
      
      
     
     
     
     


     
     
      
     
     
      
      
        

89

     











































    

90



Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

Long fall

       
       
       
       
        
       










   
   


   
   

91

   

91









(Shells or Rims)



Clap

Clap

Clap

Clap


(w/Saxes)

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli

unison Soli























   
   


   
   

92

   

       
       
       
       
       
       










   
   


   


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
















   
   


   

94















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


 
 
 




 
 
  
  









 
 
  
  
  
  
 



 

 
 



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





































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1

        
        
        
       
       
        










   
   


   
   

95

   
















   
   


   
   

96

   

       
       
       
       
       
       










   
   


   



97

   








    
    
    
    






   
   


   

98

   








       
       
       
       
       
       
  
  
  
  
   

   
   

   
   
   


   
   

99

   

99


















     

     
     

     
   
   


   
   

100

   

       
       
       
       
       
       
  
  
  
  
   
   
   
   
   
   


   



101

   












     
     
     
     
   
   


   

102

   










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







































Pno.

Flute

Alto 2

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Aux. Perc.

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

4th Tbn.

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Alto 1


       
       
       
       
       
     
     
     
     






   
   


   
   

103

   


     
     
     
     
     










   
   


   
   

104

   

      






      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
  
  


  
        

105

  
  

  





Play

  






  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  





    

106

  

Lead-In

Play

Play

  
      
      
      
      
      
  
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