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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This is an arrangement of a classic blues from 1917 by W.C. Handy. The first section is an 8-bar bl
12-bar blues. You may note that the first section of the tune is in the tonality of the key of F, then i

arranged the entire chart in the B> key signature to avoid a key change. ;
re performing. | wou\%je

s exactly the kind of ger

?a rcato (A),

It's always helpful for younger players to get a chance to hear examples of the music the
having them listen to the recording of this tune by New Orleans trumpeter Leroy Jones.
that this song needs.

When rehearsing your group, | suggest pointing out the significant articulation en notem

or rooftop accent, which should be a fat and accented detached note (thi taccato siot hich are short
(think “dit”). Also, the four measures beginning in m. 29 indicate a cres & ent, which can be
highly effective in this arrangement. ‘

The section beginning at m. 41 is a sax solo that can be played as ellished ovised. As always with a solo,

is'section for additional solos.

Measure 66 is the beginning of the final shout choru stress the %&iculation. Please notice the drum

the ensemble backgrounds should not overpower the soloi i ired, you ca

set has indicated emphasis on beat 4, which is quite com ves and will help give the rhythm section
some “Big Easy” flair.

Have fun and make it swing!

—Zachary Smith

Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
professional trumpet player and has led the New
Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the
past twenty-five years. He eamed a BS in jazz
performance at the University of North Texas and
has maintained a busy performing, writing, and
teaching schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack
has garnered a large following as an arranger for his
brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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