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Pressure and Heat
By JaRod Hall

PROGRAM NOTES

Pressure and Heat, by JaRod Hall, creates the sound of construction and manufacture. The brake drum and snare drum 
lead the percussion section in crafting the metallic sound of pickaxes splitting rocks and mining gems. The result is a 
powerful piece that reminds us that pressure and heat make diamonds. 

Commissioned by Vicky Morris and the Roy J. Smith Middle School Band in Killeen, TX, this work allows each member 
of your ensemble to shine. Often relegated to the sidelines of accompaniment, low clarinet, tenor sax, and euphonium 
set the stage in this one with a powerful melody. Giving each section the chance to display their skills, Pressure and 
Heat is a showcase of wide-ranging musical textures that transport your audiences into the world of producing brilliant 
diamonds.

On March 10th, 2025, tragedy struck Roy J. Smith Middle School in Killeen, TX, when one of its students was taken 
from this earth far too soon. The aftermath of that day left students, staff, families, and community members alike 
vulnerable and adrift—the soul of the school no longer whole. The band hall was a fortress to its students and 
directors, Vicky Morris and Caleb Brigham. Mrs. Morris described the moment her students returned to school as a 
moment of triumph, of healing, of trust, and of heart. She commissioned me to write Pressure and Heat, a testament to 
the community’s strength in trauma’s wake. Mirroring the suddenness of this tragedy, the final measure is silent and 
does not provide resolution.

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 3	 1st Flute
	 3	 2nd Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 2	 Bassoon
	 3	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 3	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 3	 3rd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 2	 Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 2	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 3	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 3	 2nd Bb Trumpet
	 3	 3rd Bb Trumpet
	 2	 1st F Horn
	 2	 2nd F Horn

	 2	 1st Trombone
	 2	 2nd Trombone
	 2	 3rd Trombone
	 2	 Euphonium
	 2	 Baritone T.C.
	 4	 Tuba
	 2	 Chimes
	 2	 Xylophone
	 2	 Marimba 

(Optional)
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 2	 Percussion 2 

(Toms [2], Impact Drum)
	 3	 Percussion 3 

(Crash Cymbals, 
Brake Drum/Triangle)

SUPPLEMENTAL and  
WORLD PARTS

Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/supplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet 
(Bb Tenor Saxophone)

Eb Contra Alto Clarinet
Bb Contra Bass Clarinet
1st Eb Horn
2nd Eb Horn
1st Bb Trombone B.C.
2nd Bb Trombone B.C.
3rd Bb Trombone B.C.
1st Bb Trombone T.C.
2nd Bb Trombone T.C.
3rd Bb Trombone T.C.
Bb Baritone B.C.
Eb Tuba B.C.
Eb Tuba T.C.
Bb Tuba B.C.
Bb Tuba T.C.
String Bass
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Commissioned by Vicky Morris and the Roy J. Smith Middle School Band, Killeen, TX

Pressure and Heat
By JaRod Hall (ASCAP)FULL SCORE

Duration - 2:40

© 2026 BELWIN-MILLS PUBLISHING CORP.,
a division of ALFRED MUSIC

All Rights Reserved including Public Performance
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