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Guardians of the Golden Star
true story of Pfc. Ja ward
the cost of his ow

-@

ificing his own.

posthumously

S

rates our f;
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diers and their brave Gold Star families. It was inspired by the
e, aUsS. Army edic whose valorous actions saved the lives of his comrades at

16, 1967, when his unit encountered a nighttime ambush. Without
o urgent cries for help, moving forward through intense small-arms fire

ing his platoon sergeant’s position, he promptly administered first aid to
leeding profusely. In a moment of extreme peril, a live grenade fell into their vicinity.

( &, Monroe shouted a warning and pushed his comrades out of harm'’s way before
sly smothering the e with his body. Through his valorous actions, he saved the lives of others while

roe wa )@Id at the time of his death and is buried at Wheaton Cemetery in Wheaton, Illinois. He was
ed the Medal of Honor, which was presented to his parents at the Pentagon on what would have

been his thay, October 17, 1968. His medal is displayed at the Wheaton school named in his honor: James
M

Howard
premiered during the 2025-26 school year.

Middle School. Monroe Middle School band director Jeffrey Novak commissioned this work, which

As we remember our fallen soldiers and their courageous families, let us never forget that we are the beneficiaries of

their sacrifices and the guardians of their golden stars. Never forget them.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system.

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score o

rder.
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This composition opens with a bass line ostinato that evokes the sound o
marching feet—play it with intention, maintaining strict tempo. Throu
the piece, chimes toll eight times, symbolizing Pfc. Monroe’s eight valorou
citations. Ensure that each toll resonates decisively. (Note that each toll is
marked one dynamic level above its surrounding material.)

Transitioning into the dark key of C minor, the piece captures th
realization that a soldier may feel before entering co
is invigorated by two trumpet solos that boldly pro
“Reveille.” These bugle calls should be delivered

hty

As the piece progresses, there is a vibrant restate

tis cruci
rehearse this obbligato diligently until it flows with impeccable hé
and precision. A bold percussion interludéleads into a final pres no

the main theme, this time elevated in the of B flat major. Performythis

section with a sense of triumph an

The composition concludes q i e souls gen and
entrusting them to the loving han d ers to listen
attentively, allowing th v&controlled tapering.

As you perfo?his w er thatiti e than music; it is a tribute.
Play it with hear



Commissioned by the James Howard Monroe Middle School Band program, Wheaton, lllinois, Jeff Novak, Director
Remembering Pfc. James Monroe and all those who lost their lives in service to our country

FULL SCORE
Duration - 3:20

Guardians of the Golden Star

With resolve J = 108-112

Symphonic March

By Timothy Loest (ASCAP)
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