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Themes from

Rhapsody in Blue
By George Gershwin 

Arranged by Douglas E. Wagner

PROGRAM NOTES

For more than a century, countless audiences have thrilled to the iconic sounds of the tour de force that is George 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue.

A direct reflection of American culture in the early 1920s, its playful syncopated rhythms and energizing jazz style have 
long been likened to the hustle and bustle of New York City, where the work had its premiere performance in February 
of 1924.

Three of its five themes have been captured in this full-sounding, richly scored arrangement, from the dynamic 
opening, sans clarinet glissando, to a spirited middle section, and finally to no doubt the most often recognized 
melody from the work, also heard extensively outside concert venues in United Airlines commercials.

The work catapulted Gershwin’s career, putting him in the national spotlight as having launched the new jazz age of 
the twentieth century. From then until now, Rhapsody in Blue is firmly ensconced as a popular and beloved work in 
American music.

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 2	 Bassoon
	 4	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 4	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 5	 Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 2	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 4	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 4	 2nd Bb Trumpet
	 4	 F Horn

	 4	 Trombone
	 2	 Baritone
	 2	 Baritone T.C.
	 4	 Tuba
	 2	 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells/Xylophone)
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 2	 Percussion 2 

(Crash Cymbals/Triangle)
	 2	 Timpani  

(Tune: F, Bb, Eb)

SUPPLEMENTAL and  
WORLD PARTS

Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/supplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet 
(Bb Tenor Saxophone)

Eb Contra Alto Clarinet
Bb Contra Bass Clarinet
Eb Horn
Bb Trombone B.C.
Bb Trombone T.C.
Bb Baritone B.C.
Eb Tuba B.C.
Eb Tuba T.C.
Bb Tuba B.C.
Bb Tuba T.C.
String Bass
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Flute

Oboe

B Clarinets

B Bass Clarinet

E Alto 
Saxophone

B Tenor 
Saxophone

E Baritone 
Saxophone

B Trumpets

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells/Xylophone)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbals/Triangle)

1

2

Bassoon

1

2

Baritone

F Horn

Trombone

      
3 3      
3 3

  
      3 3

  
  
  
  
  
      3 3

      3 3

  
  
  
  


  


1


Tune: F, B, E






















S.D.

B.D.

Cr. Cyms. 

Confidently  = 84

Confidently  = 84

       
       
 
       
 

 

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       
       
 





       
 

2


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      
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      
 
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
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     


     
     
     
               
     
 
     



4


(w/soft felt mallets)
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 
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
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


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
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3 3
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  

       
       
    

       
       
    
    
    
    

      
      
    
    
    
    


       
 

15



rit.

rit.

      
      


      
      


 
  
 




  
 
  
 


     



16






       



       



       
    
   
   


    

       


   


17










(on shell)

17

17

Animated  = 116

Animated  = 116

  
  

  
  

  
  






  
  

  

  

 
 

 



 
 


 

 















 



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






































Fl.

Ob.

Cls.

B. Cl.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Tuba

Mlt. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

1

2

Bsn.

1

2

Bar.

Hn.

Tbn.




  



  



  
    
    
   


   

  


   


18






   3




   3




   3

    
    
   


   
   3





19






 



 



 
   
    
   


   
 





20



   
   
       
   
   
       
   
   
       







       



21














    
    
  
    
    
  
   
   
  







  



22


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






































Fl.

Ob.

Cls.

B. Cl.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Tuba

Mlt. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

1

2

Bsn.

1

2

Bar.

Hn.

Tbn.

    
    
   3

   
    
   3

   
   
   3







   3

 
   



23



   
   
 

   
    
 

   
   
 







 
 




24



    






    



   
   


   
   


  

   


25










(on head)

25

25

    






    



   
   


   
   


  




26



    






    



   
   


   
   





 

27


Tri.
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












































 

 










Fl.

Ob.

Cls.

B. Cl.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Tuba

Mlt. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

1

2

Bsn.

1

2

Bar.

Hn.

Tbn.

 






 



   
   


   
   




   


28



    



   
   


    

   
   








  



29



    



   
   


    

   
   








  



30



   



   
   


   
   
   










 

31







   
   



   
   












32



 















 



33



























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



































Fl.

Ob.

Cls.

B. Cl.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Tuba

Mlt. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

1

2

Bsn.

1

2

Bar.

Hn.

Tbn.




   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   
   




 



34





















34

34

Expressively  = 96

Expressively  = 96

   
   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   
   


   
 



35














    
    




   



36



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
    
 
 
 
 
 

   


37



    
    

    














  


38



    
    
 

    
 
 
 
 
 











39


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



































Fl.

Ob.

Cls.

B. Cl.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Tuba

Mlt. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

1

2

Bsn.

1

2

Bar.

Hn.

Tbn.












    
    









40






 



 
 
 
 

    
    
 
 
 
 





41






   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   
   







42



42

42

   
   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   
   








43



    
    

    





    










44



    
    
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 





45


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