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M NOTES

It's midnight, and a crew of weather ravediggers works feverishly and quietly, their shovels slicing through
the cold, stony soi ching, rhythrr%lse. The full moon hangs brightly, casting an eerie glow over the
cemetery as i beams illumin e whitewashed headstones that jut out like crooked teeth in a decaying
smile. Sud amp cutken ir, like a breath of icy dread, passes over. A bone-chilling feeling tells

's time to wrap thifigs up and head for home. As the last shovel slices through the earth, an ominous
ross the face of t oon, draping the graveyard in sudden darkness. What grim, terrifying secrets
dirt? Whatighostly encounters or disturbing discoveries await? Is the paranormal at work, or is it just

eractive imagina%

»
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um BAN D
_/

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Skeleton Crew tells the story of a weathered cabal of grave diggers who work through the night to prepare a gravesite
for an impending burial. The work opens with accented notes that imitate a clock’s tolls, suggesting the passage of
time from cradle to grave. For maximum effect, play these notes as bell tones.

sound effects begin to emerge, the guiro is especially important, as its scraping sound represents shovels
through stony soil (feel free to share this tidbit with your audience). For large percussion sections, consi
or tripling the guiro part for added effect. Occasionally, sforzando notes unexpectedly appe ly so
as to startle your audience. At measure 13, an eerie countermelody in flute, oboe, and bells arri i
focused and fully supported.

24 s d sweII i

inal then‘%
iano S x 2). Keep a strict

me s 49 through 52)

ic activj Qy, the work concludes in a loud
ut to hapie time to finish digging and to head

At measure 21, a new theme (marked mezzo forte) is introduced. The crescendo at m
downbeat of measure 25. Then at measure 28, a decrescendo leads the oth
presented with an oscillating eighth-note obligato.

Measure 37, marked “Mournfully,” presents Frédéric Chopin’s famous Fun
tempo so that the perpetual half notes maintain forward momentum. Surprise dyna
follow Chopin’s intent, adding dreadful impact.

Measure 57 restates the introduction, but now with.
and frantic manner, suggesting that something horrify
for home! Although the tempo is marked 16
sounds willful and not haphazard.

, this sc\ should be sufficiently rehearsed so that it
Have fun as you communicate this\frigh ory in a most m@ay!

Q.Q

< °
QN
Q&



FULL SCORE
Duration - 2:05
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Skeleton Crew

(Bone-Chilling Tales from the Graveyard Shift)
By Timothy Loest (ASCAP)
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Mournfully (maintain tempo)
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Frightfully (maintain tempo)
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