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Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, editorial markings are often open to interpretation. We make every effort to provide consistent bowings, 
fingerings, and other markings that are specifically tailored to the grade level of the music. In general, these technical markings 
are provided only at their initial appearance. This pedagogical approach is designed to encourage students to recognize recurring 
patterns and foster musical independence, rather than relying on redundant markings throughout the music.
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Grade Level: 2

Waterfalls
By Kathryn Griesinger

PROGRAM NOTES
Written specifically with intermediate students in mind, Waterfalls, by Kathryn Griesinger, offers a joyful major 
melody that captures the carefree cascading of a sparkling waterfall. With a cheerful D major tonal center, the music 
explores modal shifts by way of the flattened 7th as the melody is passed from section to section. Dynamics swell and 
recede, and rhythmic fragments in low strings represent the churning movement of undercurrents as lyrical, slurred 
phrases flow above. The use of C natural offers students opportunities to practice Low 2 finger patterns and even a 
little open C string on the cello. Modulating briefly for a low string melody, the D.C. al Coda structure brings the 
primary theme back again for a jubilant finale.
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