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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, editorial markings are often open to interpretation. We make every effort to provide consistent bowings, 
fingerings, and other markings that are specifically tailored to the grade level of the music. In general, these technical markings 
are provided only at their initial appearance. This pedagogical approach is designed to encourage students to recognize recurring 
patterns and foster musical independence, rather than relying on redundant markings throughout the music.

INSTRUMENTATION
Full Score����������������������������������������������������������1
Violin I ������������������������������������������������������������8
Violin II������������������������������������������������������������8
Violin III (Viola &)��������������������������������������������5
Viola ����������������������������������������������������������������5
Cello ����������������������������������������������������������������5
String Bass��������������������������������������������������������5

Grade Level: 1½

A Little Academic Festival
By Johannes Brahms 

Arranged by Michael Hopkins

PROGRAM NOTES
The great composer Johannes Brahms (1833–1897) composed the Academic Festival Overture, Op. 80, during the 
summer of 1880 for the University of Breslau, which was awarding him an honorary doctorate in music. In the 
overture, Brahms included popular student songs from the time. This arrangement of themes from the overture, 
by Michael Hopkins, includes three of the student songs. After a brief, march-like introduction in mm. 1–10, the 
first college song is “Wir hatten gebauet ein stattliches Haus” (We have built a stately house) in mm. 11–23. One 
of Brahms’ original themes is presented in mm. 23–35. This leads to the second student song, “Was kommt dort 
von der Höh” (What comes from afar?), a light and playful 24  song in mm. 35–57. The arrangement ends with the 
triumphant graduation song “Gaudeamus igitur” (Therefore, let us rejoice). Featuring all sections of the orchestra on 
melodic themes, this arrangement is a great piece for teaching bow distribution, alternating pizz and arco, repeated 
down bows, and using full bows. 

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
Many recordings by professional orchestras are available to play for your students so they can hear how Brahms 
cleverly orchestrated these simple college songs for full orchestra. The Academic Festival Overture is one of Brahms’ 
most popular and enduring orchestral works.

In mm. 45–56, the violins should play with short, repeated down bows near the frog, with the rest of the orchestra 
joining them on repeated down bows in mm. 55–56.Pre
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     







4     
        
    

6

    

4

     
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     -4 -1

   
   
   
   
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   
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




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
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Duration - 2:25
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   
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   
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 
 
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 

4

   
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   
   
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   

rit. 



 




    

   
   
   

56

   





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


    

   
   
   
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   







57 Maestoso  = 60    
   
   
   
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   

4

4

-4-4 -1

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 






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   
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   
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   -2
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   
   
     
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     -4
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   
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