
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

In orchestral music, editorial markings are often open to interpretation. We make every effort to provide consistent bowings, 
fingerings, and other markings that are specifically tailored to the grade level of the music. In general, these technical markings 
are provided only at their initial appearance. This pedagogical approach is designed to encourage students to recognize recurring 
patterns and foster musical independence, rather than relying on redundant markings throughout the music.

PROGRAM NOTES
The well-known ancient Japanese folk song Sakura (Cherry Blossoms) is featured in this creative arrangement by 
Michael Story. Written for students at the end of their first year in string orchestra, the piece also includes easy optional 
parts for piano and percussion. With its stylish melody and colorful harmonies, this arrangement would make a great 
addition to any beginning string library.

Sakura
(Cherry Blossoms)

Traditional Japanese Folk Song 
Arranged by Michael Story 

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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