
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

In orchestral music, editorial markings are often open to interpretation. We make every effort to provide consistent bowings, 
fingerings, and other markings that are specifically tailored to the grade level of the music. In general, these technical markings 
are provided only at their initial appearance. This pedagogical approach is designed to encourage students to recognize recurring 
patterns and foster musical independence, rather than relying on redundant markings throughout the music.

PROGRAM NOTES
The Native American Muscogee (Creek) Nation, who call the state of Oklahoma their home, is rich in the culture and 
tradition that has flourished to this day. As one would imagine, the arts, particularly music, have long been a vital part 
of every aspect of their daily lives.

It is especially in the songs, hymns, and chants used in tribal ceremonies that we recognize their distinctive 
contributions to American music. Many of these musical expressions, like Heleluyan, were outgrowths of the struggles 
of Native Americans during the Trail of Tears in the mid-1800s.

The melody of Heleluyan, which translates as “Alleluia,” is a simple and direct expression of deep-rooted spiritual beliefs 
and the recognition that there is inherent good in all.

This arrangement for string orchestra emphasizes the melody, supported by contemporary harmony and appropriate 
rhythmic figures that emphasize its Scottish influences.

Heleluyan
Traditional Native American Tune 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Arranged by Douglas E. Wagner

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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