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BACKGROUND

“Gerakina” is one of the most popular songs in Greece and a very well-known song outside of 
Greece. It is performed by choral and instrumental groups all over the world and used in dances 
as well. The song tells of a young woman named Gerakina who went to a well to draw water. The 
lyric “drun-a-drun-a-drun” depicts the sound of her jingling bracelets.

The complete story is rather unfortunate, but the more tragic verses are not included in this 
arrangement. As the full lyrics are known, Gerakina fell into the well, screaming loudly. All the 
townspeople ran to the well and a young man jumped in to save her, hoping she would marry him 
if he did. Sadly, both perished.

The town of Negrita is the supposed place where this event happened and they commemorate the 
tragedy with a Gerakina Festival each year at Easter.

PRONUNCIATION/TRANSLATION
Kinise i Gerakina ya nero krio na feri 

Kee-nee-seh ee Yeh-rah-kee-nah yah neh-roh kree-oh nah feh-ree 
(Gerakina went to the well to draw cold water.)

Drun-a-drun-a-drun 
Droon-ah-droon-ah-droon 

(Ting-a-ling-a-ling)

Ta vrachiolia tis vrodun 
Tah vrah-sheeoh-leeah tees vroh-doon 

(is the sound of her bracelets.)

Note: A rolled or flipped “r” is preferred.

PERCUSSION SUGGESTIONS

A doumbek (“goblet drum”) or a Greek drum called a toubeleki (a hand drum) could enhance 
the strong beats of each measure with some simple ad lib by the player. Any small hand drum 
will suffice. Consider also adding finger cymbals on beats 1, 4, and 6 every other measure or 
so. A light tambourine might be played on beat 1 with finger cymbals on 4 and 6 as another 
consideration, too. Listen to examples of this piece performed online and create a simple 
percussion pattern to enhance your performance.

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

Pre
vie

w O
nl

y

Le
ga

l U
se

 R
eq

ui
re

s P
ur

ch
as

e



{

{

°
¢

{

°
¢

Greek	Folk	Song
Arranged	by	GREG	GILPIN

With	spirit	and	fun	(q	=	ca.	126-132)

Copyright	©	2023	by	Alfred	Music
All	Rights	Reserved.			Printed	in	USA.

To	purchase	a	full-length	performance	recording	of	this	piece,	go	to	alfred.com/downloads

GERAKINA
for	3-part	mixed	voices	and	piano

with	optional	percussion	and	PianoTrax*
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*	Also	available	for	2-part	(50232).
			PianoTrax	15	accompaniment	CD	available	(49869).	Visit	alfred.com	for	digital	scores	and	audio.
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