
T his charming composition is inspired by the music of Ireland, specifically the folk music 
heard in the County Clare region, located on the central southwest coast. While the 
music played in pubs is typically rhythmic dance music, the area is known for some lovely 

ballads as well. When Dennis Naughton commissioned the piece, he asked for it to have an Irish 
“flavor” as a nod to his family heritage. In researching and visiting the country, I learned that the 
“Naughton” surname was most often used in County Clare, and therefore I chose to focus on 

the music of this particular county as the inspiration for the original melodies used in the piece.  
 
Opening with a haunting theme presented over shifting drones, the piece begins with a reference 
to the bagpipes used in Clare along with the sound of drums which represents a typical tattoo, 
which was played by the local Corps of Drums to signal that the taps at the pubs were to be closed, 
thus encouraging the soldiers to return to their posts. A lyrical melody then tugs at our heartstrings 
in the style of an Irish love song. The rhythmic percussion, reminiscent of the sound of an Irish 
bodhrán, starts the dancing, and takes us on a whirlwind jig that carries us to a glorious conclusion.

GRADE LEVEL: 3½ (MEDIUM)
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COUNTY CLARE

By Robert Sheldon 

Instrumentation
 1 � Conductor Score
 5 � Flute & Piccolo
 2 � Oboe 
 2 � Bassoon
 4 � 1st B Clarinet
 4 � 2nd B Clarinet
 4 � 3rd B Clarinet
 2 � B Bass Clarinet 
 2 � 1st E  Alto Saxophone
 2 � 2nd E  Alto Saxophone
 2 � B Tenor Saxophone
 2 � E  Baritone Saxophone
 3 � 1st B Trumpet
 3 � 2nd B Trumpet
 3 � 3rd B Trumpet

SUPPLEMENTAL and 
WORLD PARTS 

available for download from  
www.alfred.com/supplemental

E  Alto Clarinet
E  Contra Alto Clarinet
B Contra Bass Clarinet
1st E Horn
2nd E Horn
1st Trombone in B T.C.
2nd Trombone in B T.C.
3rd Trombone in B T.C.
1st Trombone in B B.C.
2nd Trombone in B B.C.
3rd Trombone in B B.C.
Euphonium in B B.C.
Tuba in B T.C.
Tuba in B B.C.
Tuba in E  T.C.
Tuba in E  B.C.
String Bass

 2 � 1st F Horn
 2 � 2nd F Horn
 2 � 1st Trombone
 2 � 2nd Trombone
 2 � 3rd Trombone
 2 � Euphonium
 2 � Euphonium T.C.
 4 � Tuba

Percussion � 6 players:
 2 � Mallet Percussion  

(Chimes/Bells)

 2 � Percussion 1 
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum) 

 4 � Percussion 2 
(Suspended Cymbal, Triangle/
Tambourine/Crash Cymbals)

 2 � Timpani

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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Commissioned by Dennis and Christy Naughton in appreciation of their children Marilyn, Alex, and Matthew,
for their understanding of the crazy life of two parents who are band directors!

The Celts of County Clare
By Robert Sheldon (ASCAP)
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