
NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
This original overture-style work for string orchestra was inspired by the many people who 
worked tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure many school children who could not go to 
school received at least two hot meals each day throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. School 
bus drivers and cafeteria workers put in long hours to prepare meals and deliver them to 
students who otherwise may have gone hungry during the week. While teachers, nurses, 
doctors, etc. received accolades during the months when schools were out of session, many 
adults stepped in to take care of other necessities to ensure the well-being of the students they 
served.

The piece is characterized by two distinctly contrasting tempos and styles. Care should be 
taken to ensure that rhythmic accuracy is paramount during the faster opening and closing 
sections. A marcato style will help ensure the eighth note rests are not disregarded, which will 
accentuate the syncopated rhythms throughout. As always, melodic material must be front 
and center at all times so the director should be prepared to spend time on balance issues, 
especially when the melody appears in the lower strings.

Grade 3

Heroes Among Us
By Gary Fagan (ASCAP)

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the 
free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.
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hooked bowings

CONCERT STRING ORCHESTRA

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Full Score
 8 Violin I
 8 Violin II
 5 Viola
 5 Cello
 5 String Bass
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